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GINA D. GREGORY, SBN 297007 

6083 N. Figarden Dr. #214 

Fresno, CA. 93722 

Telephone: (415) 828-9869 

Email: attorneyginagregory@aol.com 

 

 Attorney For Plaintiff 

 

 

 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA  

 

FOR THE COUNTY OF FRESNO 

 

MATTHEW G. GREGORY, an 

individual, 

 

                                Plaintiff, 

vs. 

 

RATEMYHORSEPRO, L.L.C., a limited 

liability company in Florida; AND DOES 

1 THROUGH 100, INCLUSIVE, 

 

                              Defendants. 

No.  18CECG01376 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR 

DAMAGES AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF FOR 

DEFAMATION PER SE/ LIBEL ON ITS 

FACE, FALSE LIGHT INVASION OF 

PRIVACY, APPROPRIATION OF NAME 

AND/OR LIKENESS; NEGLIGENT 

INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF 

EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

 

JURY DEMAND 

Judge: Honorable Jeffrey Y. Hamilton 

Department: 

 

THE PARTIES 

1. PLAINTIFF MATTHEW G. GREGORY (“PLAINTIFF” hereinafter), is 

at all times mentioned herein, President of Wounded Warriors Support Group (“WWSG” 

hereafter) and Central Coast Equine Rescue and Retirement (“CCERR” hereinafter). 

PLAINTIFF owns and operates GREGORY CONSTRUCTION and GREGORY 

MOTORSPORTS, two sole proprietorships located in California. PLAINTIFF holds a general 

building contractor’s license in the state of California. CENTRAL COAST EQUINE RESCUE 

AND RETIREMENT (“CCERR” hereinafter) is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

located in the state of California with a vision to rescue equines from abusive and neglectful 

E-FILED
8/31/2018 3:17 PM

FRESNO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
By: C. York, Deputy

mailto:attorneyginagregory@aol.com
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homes, to take excellent care of rescued horses and retired horses, and to educate the public 

about animal neglect and abuse. In the years it was active, 2011 to the present time, CCERR 

has provided full time care to rescued equines. WOUNDED WARRIOR SUPPORT GROUP 

(“WWSG” hereinafter) is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization located in the state of 

California with the vision of educating the public about Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(“PTSD” hereinafter), veteran plight and homelessness, and veterans in poverty. It has started a 

therapeutic horseback riding program for US veterans. Its President, MATTHEW G. 

GREGORY, has the vision of founding the Carmel Healing Center for Wounded Warriors 

Support Group—a retreat where US veterans could fly in from anywhere in the United States 

to be treated for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (“PTSD”) by PTSD specialists and 

psychotherapists. At this location, there would be riding arenas and barns where veterans could 

take therapeutic horseback riding lessons, without interruption or restrictions by other horse 

enthusiasts or stable owners. PLAINTIFF has a daughter named GINA D. GREGORY, a son 

named MATTHEW J. GREGORY, and a wife named DANELLA J. GREGORY.  

2. On information and belief, defendant RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC. operates 

also under the name, HORSE AUTHORITY, under which it holds itself out as an expert in 

rating horse pros and “championing social change benefiting horse welfare” on its website. 

RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC had a website located at www.ratemyhorsepro.com but now its 

website has been changed to www.horseauthority.co. RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC. 

publishes its stories on the world-wide web. Articles posted from the ratemyhorsepro.com 

website have been shared onto HORSE AUTHORITY’S Twitter page and other websites. 

RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC. has a mailbox at P.O. Box 25217 Tampa, Florida 33622.  A 

search on the Florida Secretary of State’s website does not list HORSE AUTHORITY; 

however, a search on the Florida Secretary of State’s website does list RATE MY HORSE 

PRO, LLC. It appears that the same individual(s) manage and control the contents published 

onto their respective websites. Therefore, PLAINTIFF sues RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC for 

the damages caused by these individuals. 
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3. PLAINTIFF is ignorant of the true names and capacities of defendants sued 

herein as DOES 1-100, inclusive, and therefore sues these defendants by such fictitious names. 

On information and belief, the DOE Defendants, at all times relevant, were acting as the 

servants, agents, representatives, or employees of each of the other DEFENDANTS, and that in 

doing the things hereinafter alleged, each DEFENDANT was acting within the course and 

scope of his, her or its authority as such agents, servants, representatives and/or employees, 

with the permission, knowledge, consent, and ratification of each of the other DEFENDANTS. 

PLAINTIFF will amend this complaint to allege their true names and capacities when 

ascertained. PLAINTIFF, upon information and belief, believes and therefore alleges that each 

of the fictitiously named defendants is responsible in some manner for the occurrences herein 

alleged, and that PLAINTIFF’S damages as herein alleged were proximately caused by their 

conduct.  Unless otherwise indicated, all DEFENDANTS, including DOES DEFENDANTS, 

are collectively referred to herein as “DEFENDANTS.” 

4. PLAINTIFF is informed and believes and thereon alleges that each of the 

DEFENDANTS is responsible in some manner for the events and happenings referred to 

herein and was the legal cause of injury and damages to PLAINTIFF as herein alleged. 

PLAINTIFF is informed and believes and thereon alleges that each of the DEFENDANTS is 

responsible in some manner for the events and happenings referred to herein and was the legal 

cause of injury and damages to PLAINTIFF as herein alleged.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. Venue is proper in Fresno County because WWSG maintains an office in Fresno 

county. In addition, PLAINTIFF resides in Fresno county. In addition, the actions complained 

of are directed towards PLAINTIFF in Fresno county. DEFENDANTS’ article states, “The 

complaint also names the husband’s Fresno business, Gregory Motorsports, which sells Shelby 

Cobras” (see EXHIBIT A). Therefore, DEFENDANTS knew they were causing injuries in 

Fresno, California.  

6. The amount in controversy exceeds the jurisdictional minimum. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONSCOMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 
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7. On April 17, 2017, ATTORNEY GENERAL XAVIER BECERRA and 

JULIANNE MOSSLER filed a lawsuit against MATTHEW G. GREGORY, GINA D. 

GREGORY, MATTHEW J. GREGORY, DANELLA J. GREGORY, WOUNDED 

WARRIORS SUPPORT GROUP (“WWSG” hereinafter), CENTRAL COAST EQUINE 

RESCUE AND RETIREMENT (“CCERR” hereinafter), and GREGORY MOTORSPORTS. 

That lawsuit is People of the State of California v. WWSG et al. (RG 17856929). 

8. DEFENDANTS made false, defamatory out-of-court statements in its main article 

(see EXHIBIT A) and statements with links to its main article (see EXHIBITS B, C, D, E) to 

the public about PLAINTIFF which were published in onto its website, ratemyhorsepro.com, 

which is currently being changed to “Horse Authority.” 

9. RATE MY HORSE PRO, LLC. published the false, defamatory statements about 

PLAINTIFF onto its website, and shared them onto HORSE AUTHORITY’S Twitter page 

(see EXHIBIT U). It encouraged the sharing of the defamatory statements onto other websites 

with buttons and tools that enable the public to easily share links of the statements onto 

Facebook, Twitter, and other social media websites. 

10. As of April 17, 2017, approximately $682,000 was owed collectively to 

PLAINTIFF, DANELLA J. GREGORY, and MATTHEW J. GREGORY, by the two charities, 

WWSG and CCERR combined, evidenced by promissory notes, for the substantial loans these 

individuals had made to WWSG and CCERR in the form of prize cars for the drawings and 

other financial consideration. As of February 2018, PLAINTIFF had contributed 

approximately $842,411 to the two charities combined in the form of his own personal 

community property under the community property laws of California. His wife had 

contributed approximately the same amount by that date. Combined, this amounts to 

PLAINTIFF and his wife DANELLA J. GREGORY loaning approximately $1.7 million 

combined to the two charities in question, combined. PLAINTIFF had and still has a right to 

reimbursement for his substantial loans. PLAINTIFF did not “bilk” donors. There was no fraud 

involved because WWSG had a multitude of programs and CCERR was in fact caring for 

rescued horses. WWSG had a therapeutic riding program. In addition, WWSG had many other 
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programs. WWSG travelled to and from events to direct veterans suffering from Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder (“PTSD” hereinafter) to experienced PTSD specialists as well as to 

raise public awareness of PTSD, veteran homelessness, and the plight of veterans. WWSG also 

purchased items for veterans in need, including but not limited to: food, bottled water, 

sanitation items, first aid items, clothing, undergarments, flashlights, pillows, blankets, and 

other necessities.  

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION: 

(DEFAMATION PER SE/ LIBEL ON ITS FACE) 

(AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS) 

The Article is False and Defamatory 

11. DEFENDANTS’ use of the headline “Horse Rescue Bilked Donors out of $500K: 

California AG” is false and defamatory. People of the State of California v. WWSG, et al. is a 

civil complaint. Use of the word “bilk” gives the impression to the audience that there are 

criminal fraud claims against PLAINTIFF, which is false and defamatory.  

12. DEFENDANTS’ statement “California’s attorney general is seeking to recoup at 

least $500,000 from two fraudulent horse-related charities” is false and defamatory because it 

portrays PLAINTIFF as bilking hundreds of thousands of dollars from donors. Donated money 

was not unwarrantedly diverted. There was no fraud involved because WWSG had a multitude 

of programs and CCERR was in fact caring for rescue horses. WWSG had a therapeutic riding 

program. In addition, WWSG had many other programs. WWSG travelled to and from events 

to direct veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (“PTSD” hereinafter) to 

experienced PTSD specialists as well as to raise public awareness of PTSD, veteran 

homelessness, and the plight of veterans. WWSG also purchased items for veterans in need, 

including but not limited to: first aid items, food, bottled water, sanitation items, clothing, 

undergarments, flashlights, pillows, blankets, and other necessities.  

13. DEFENDANTS’ statement, “The Gregory family claims to rescue horses and 

help injured veterans through a therapeutic riding program, but the state says it is all a scam” is 

false and defamatory. The state never called WWSG nor CCERR “scams” in the lawsuit of 
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People of the State of California v. WWSG et al. As described above, large amounts of 

PLAINTIFF’S personal money, time, and effort was contributed to the causes of CCERR and 

WWSG. PLAINTIFF, along with family members GINA D. GREGORY, MATTHEW J. 

GREGORY, and DANELLA J. GREGORY rescued and continued the rescuing effort of 

horses they rescued, starting in the 1990’s. WWSG had a therapeutic riding program amongst 

many other programs. Use of the term “scam” portrays PLAINTIFF as a criminal who 

defrauded the public and then embezzled the money, which is not at all the case as explained 

earlier in this complaint. 

14. DEFENDANTS statements, “Attorney General Xavier Becerra filed suit this 

week against Central Coast Equine Rescue and Retirement (CCERR), Wounded Warriors 

Support Group (WWSG), and members of the Gregory family. The state is seeking damages, 

civil penalties, and an involuntary dissolution of both charities” gives the false, defamatory 

impression that DEFENDANTS read the complaint and conducted a reasonable investigation 

of PLAINTIFF. 

15. DEFENDANTS’ statements “Becerra is also seeking an order to prevent the 

Gregory family, including self-professed grand-prix show jumping trainer Gina Danielle 

Gregory, of Pebble Beach, from operating any California charity in the future” are false and 

defamatory towards PLAINTIFF. Gina Danielle Gregory, PLAINTIFF’S daughter, very 

clearly advertises herself as a “PATH (“Professional Association of Therapeutic 

Horsemanship” International Certified Instructor for Therapeutic Riding” on her ProEquest 

account profile, which is used later in the article. PLAINTIFF’s daughter, Gina D. Gregory, is 

in fact a PATH International Certified Instructor. Gina D. Gregory does not self-profess herself 

nor advertise herself as a “grand-prix show jumping trainer.” Gina D. Gregory became a PATH 

International Certified Instructor in order to be able to teach therapeutic riding lessons to 

veterans. Gina D. Gregory does not need to “self-profess” herself as a riding trainer or 

instructor because she is a PATH Certified Instructor. These statements give the false, 

defamatory impression that PLAINTIFF never had qualified therapeutic riding instructors, 

never had a therapeutic riding program, never helped veterans, yet accepted donations for the 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND INJUNCTIVE REFLIEF (CASE NO 18CECG01376)     

 

 

 

cause of helping veterans and running a therapeutic riding program. As described above, 

PLAINTIFF has rescued horses since the 1990s and loaned substantial amounts of his personal 

money and contributed large amounts of time and efforts to all causes of WWSG and CCERR 

including the therapeutic riding program.  

16. DEFENDANTS’ statement “The lawsuit alleges Matthew G. Gregory, his wife 

Danella, and their adult children Matthew J. Gregory, and Gina, run raffles earmarked 

to support veterans but spend the donations on their hobbies” is false and defamatory. 

PLAINTIFF did not run raffles. PLAINTIFF operated equal opportunity drawings, which are 

subject to different rules and regulations than raffles. In addition, proceeds from the drawings 

supported the charitable purposes of WWSG and CCERR, as explained above. No reasonable 

investigation was ever made by DEFENDANTS. No effort was made to contact PLAINTIFF. 

In using PLAINTIFF’s full name, the statements above also link all the false, defamatory 

statements in the article to PLAINTIFF. 

17. DEFENDANTS’ statement, “The complaint also names the husband’s Fresno 

business, Gregory Motorsports, which sells Shelby Cobras” is false and defamatory in that it 

links PLAINTIFF and his business, Gregory Motorsports, to all the statements in the article.  

18. DEFENDANTS’ statements, “The Central Coast Equine Rescue and Retirement 

received its tax-exempt status from the IRS in 2012. The complaint states equestrian Gina is 

responsible for the day-to-day operations of CCERR. That includes fundraising and managing 

donations raised by Wounded Warriors Support Group (WWSG) that are given to CCERR to 

support a therapeutic equestrian program” are false and defamatory because the officers-

directors, PLAINTIFF, DANELLA J. GREGORY, and MATTHEW J. GREGORY, were 

responsible for fundraising and managing donations—not GINA D. GREGORY. While GINA 

D. GREGORY did take care of the rescued horses, often ten hours a day, she received no 

compensation, functioning in the capacity as a non-paid volunteer.  

19. DEFENDANTS’ statement, “Donations totaling more than $780,000 for 2014 and 

2015 were not used for equine therapy, saving horses, or helping veterans” is highly false and 

defamatory because funds were used to care and feed rescued horses who were in WWSG’s 
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therapeutic riding program. WWSG also had a large number of programs aimed at helping 

veterans as explained earlier in this complaint. Once again, no attempt was made to contact 

PLAINTIFF and no investigation was made into the truth or falsity of this statement.  

20. DEFENDANTS’ statements “Bank statements show the funds were used to pay 

for the Gregory family’s personal expenses. They paid off a $10,000 Cabela’s Hunting and 

Fishing credit card, bought Victoria’s Secret items, shopped at Nordstrom, bought La Mundial 

dressage boots, and other tack items for Gina’s horse show habit” are false and defamatory. 

The $10,000 expense to pay off a Cabela’s credit card listed in the complaint had paid for 

$10,000 worth of charitable expenses such as gas and deposits for events WWSG attended: not 

charges at a hunting store. WWSG travelled to a large number of events to spread awareness 

about PTSD, veteran homeless, and the plight of veterans. In addition, “Victoria’s Secret” is 

one of the retailers where items, including undergarments, for veterans in need were purchased. 

Retailers that were closest to the location of an event WWSG was attending were sometimes 

used due to the lack of time and help that would enable PLAINTIFF to get away from WWSG 

booths for extended periods of time. Travelling, on a budget, and its associated expenses were 

reasonable and necessary expenses in the conducting of WWSG’s missions including but not 

limited to raising awareness about PTSD, veteran homelessness, and helping homeless 

veterans. PLAINTIFF often slept in his car trailer, which did not have living quarters, a 

bathroom, a kitchen, nor heating nor cooling, when travelling for WWSG and CCERR. He 

would shower at Love’s Truck stops or other truck stops where one could pay to shower. If 

PLAINTIFF ever stayed in a motel while travelling to and from events, due to extreme weather 

conditions or safety concerns, it was generally a Motel 6, a Super 8, or another inexpensive 

motel. Bank charges for these items were omitted, leaving the public with a deceptive view of 

PLAINTIFF. First and foremost, it leaves out important facts such as the fact that travel to and 

from events was a substantial and necessary expense of spreading the charitable messages of 

WWSG and CCERR. Second, CCERR provided care and feed for rescued horses. Purchases of 

equipment used for caring for and managing horses are reasonable and necessary expenses in 

running a therapeutic riding program and caring for rescue horses. WWSG had multiple 
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programs, one of which was a therapeutic riding program. WWSG also would increase public 

awareness of PTSD, veteran homelessness, and the plight of veterans. In addition, WWSG 

would provide necessities to homeless and impoverished veterans. The article never mentions 

the fact that PLAINTIFF’S daughter, Gina D. Gregory, and wife, Danella J. Gregory, almost 

never travelled with PLAINTIFF because they generally stayed to take care of the rescue 

horses. The article gives the false, defamatory impression that PLAINTIFF vacationed with his 

family, and went on shopping sprees, on charitable funds, which is not the case. 

21. DEFENDANTS’ statements, “CCERR received just over $200,000 in restricted 

grants for use in a therapeutic equestrian program during that two-year period. The charity’s 

Form 990 shows it spent 64% of the restricted grant money for boarding and care of their 

horses. The leftover funds didn’t fund a therapeutic riding program, according to the suit. 

That’s because neither charity ever operated a therapeutic equestrian program for wounded 

military veterans” are false and defamatory. CCERR never received government grants. This 

statement gives the impression that WWSG and CCERR received government grants or aid, 

which is completely false. CCERR spent all money transferred to it from WWSG for the 

rescued horses in its program. If funds were left over at the end of the year, the funds would 

roll over to the next year. CCERR maintained a reasonable and necessary safety net of funds to 

ensure the rescue horses would have feed, necessary medical care, and funds for emergency 

surgeries. The statements portray PLAINTIFF as one who never had a charity, never had 

rescue horses, never had a therapeutic riding program, embezzled money intended for 

charitable purposes of CCERR and WWSG, never intended to help veterans yet accepted 

donations: all of which are highly false and defamatory. Despite not having real property or 

stables of its own, CCERR provided care to rescued horses. In addition, WWSG had a 

therapeutic riding program despite not having a facility of its own. Paragraph 4 of the 

complaint for People of the State of California v. WWSG et al., clearly stated that CCERR has 

operations and that there were horses in Alameda County.  

22. DEFENDANTS’ statement ‘“Veterans and their families sacrifice immensely for 

our country. There is no place for sham charities that claim to support our veterans when in 
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reality they’re lining their own pockets,” said Attorney General Becerra’ contributes to the 

false and defamatory nature of the article. WWSG and CCERR were not sham charities. 

WWSG and CCERR had many programs and efforts regarding their charitable missions, as 

explained earlier in this complaint. PLAINTIFF was not lining his pockets. To the contrary, 

PLAINTIFF and his wife, DANELLA J. GREGORY, contributed approximately $1.7 million 

to the two charities combined as of February 2018.  

23. DEFENDANTS’ statement “Wounded Warriors Support Group (WWSG) 

allegedly solicited donations using false statements suggesting it is a PATH International 

Certified Therapeutic Riding Center or a PATH Center Member” is false and defamatory. 

WWSG’s website never received any online donations for the short window of time in which a 

PATH center logo was inadvertently used on its website. The PATH center logo was 

inadvertently used. PLAINTIFF’S daughter, Gina D. Gregory, is a PATH International 

Certified Instructor for Therapeutic Riding and thus using a PATH International logo, with 

permission, would not be misleading.  

24. DEFENDANTS’ statements “Gina Danielle Gregory advertises she is a PATH 

International Certified Instructor for Therapeutic Riding. Brittany Holdman the Member 

Services Representative for PATH International tells us she is a certified Instructor Member” is 

false and defamatory because “certified Instructor Member” appears to be different than 

“PATH International Certified Instructor for Therapeutic Riding”—giving the impression that 

PLAINTIFF’s daughter lied about her qualifications and giving the impression that 

PLAINTIFF would use unprofessional, unqualified, and deceptive individuals to teach 

therapeutic riding lessons. Gina D. Gregory is a PATH International Certified Instructor for 

Therapeutic Riding. Acquiring this status requires passing multiple exams, teaching a 

minimum of 25 hours of therapeutic riding lessons under the supervision of a PATH 

International Certified Instructor, attending a PATH International Instructor workshop, 

receiving Adult and Child CPR and First Aid certificates, passing both the riding and teaching 

portions of the PATH International Instructor certification, and maintaining requisite 

continuing education hours (20 hours minimum per year). PLAINTIFF was aware of Gina D. 
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Gregory’s substantial efforts in accomplishing PATH International Instructor Certification 

during 2014 and 2015. 

25. DEFENDANTS’ statements, “Walter Garcia press secretary for Attorney General 

Becerra confirms Gina Danielle Gregory is also an attorney. She became licensed (bar number 

297007) in 2014, according to the State Bar of California” are false and defamatory because 

PLAINTIFF never used Gina D. Gregory as the attorney for WWSG nor CCERR from 2011-

April 17, 2017. Gina D. Gregory was not even admitted to the California State Bar until June 5, 

2014. PLAINTIFF hired a non-family member attorney whenever needed from 2011-April 17, 

2017. These statements give the false, defamatory impression PLAINTIFF used his daughter as 

the attorney the entire time WWSG and CCERR were in existence, which is not true and 

attributes to him a belief that it is fine to use unlicensed legal advice (since Gina D. Gregory 

was not licensed until 2014) for registered nonprofit 501(c) (3) organizations WWSG and 

CCERR. PLAINTIFF does not hold such a belief. Such a belief is highly offensive to an 

individual in PLAINTIFF’S position as the President of the 501(c)(3)’s, CCERR and WWSG. 

26. DEFENDANTS’ use of the headline “Protecting Your Donations” is false and 

defamatory because there was no unwarranted diversion as explained earlier in this complaint.  

27. DEFENDANTS’ statement “Bogus charities often take names similar to 

legitimate charities, according to moneygeek.com” is false and defamatory because it implies 

WWSG and CCERR were bogus, or fake, charities, both of which PLAINTIFF was President. 

DEFNDANTS hold themselves out as experts in the area of determining whether a charity is 

legitimate in referencing “moneygeek.com.” These statements portray PLAINTIFF as one who 

intentionally copies the names of other, more established charities as shams to embezzle 

money from. As described earlier in this complaint, PLAINTIFF loaned substantial amounts of 

his own personal money, time, and effort to the causes of WWSG and CCERR yet was never 

fully reimbursed nor repaid by WWSG and CCERR. PLAINTIFF typically worked 80-100 

hours per week for the two charities combined but was never paid compensation for these 

commitments.  

https://www.moneygeek.com/
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28. DEFENDANTS’ statements “Notice the Gregory family’s charity, Wounded 

Warriors Support Group sounds similar to two charities doing great work — Wounded Warrior 

Project and Wounded Warriors Family Support. This may cause confusion for some when a 

plea for donations comes in. So, before you give do your research” are false and defamatory, 

giving the impression that PLAINTIFF deliberately intended to cause public confusion about 

his association with the other two charities listed. In 2013, WWSG actually raised funds for the 

Wounded Warrior Project. In addition, WWSG is differently named, has different signage and 

logos, has different visions, has different programs, has different brochures, and has different 

websites to distinguish itself from other veteran’s charities. In addition, the statements give the 

false impression that DEFENDANTS researched PLAINTIFF before making the false, 

defamatory statements. DEFENDANTS never even attempted to contact PLAINTIFF.  

29. DEFENDANTS’ statements, “Some charities, including horse rescues, use paid 

fundraising companies who take a large percent of donations in a commission fee. Ask the 

tough questions about how much of each dollar is actually going to the cause you believe in. 

And if they don’t know, walk away” contribute to the false, defamatory nature of the article. 

WWSG never used fundraising companies that took percentages of donations in commissions 

fees. Once again, DEFENDANTS did not research these statements and never even attempted 

to contact PLAINTIFF to ask him about this issue.  

30. DEFENDANTS’ statement “We contacted Gina for comment but did not receive 

a response prior to publishing” is false and defamatory because DEFENDANTS did not give 

actually contact GINA D. GREGORY prior to publishing their article on April 20, 2017. 

Therefore, malice is evident in the fact that DEFENDANTS completely lie to the public about 

contacting GINA D. GREGORY prior to publishing. Moreover, no attempt was made to 

contact PLAINTIFF nor any of the other members of PLAINTIFF’S family regarding their 

sides of the story. 

31. DEFENDANTS’ headline “Gina Gregory Horse Rescue Fraudster California” 

(see EXHIBIT B) is false and defamatory towards PLAINTIFF because Gina Gregory is 

PLAINTIFF’S daughter and because DEFENDANTS’ other article does list PLAINTIFF as 

https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
https://www.wwfs.org/
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being associated with Gina Gregory in the public eye, as members of the same groups. Use of 

the label “horse rescuer fraudster” is false and defamatory towards PLAINTIFF because he is 

the President of WWSG and CCERR. This label therefore labels him as engaging in or 

conspiring to engage in a horse rescue fraud. As discussed, there was no fraud. PLAINTIFF 

and Gina Gregory did care for rescue horses. DEFENDANTS’ statement “Gina Danielle 

Gregory is accused of deceptive and misleading solicitations, self-dealing, and more 

surrounding two charities dealing with horses and veterans” is false and defamatory towards 

PLAINTIFF because PLAINTIFF bears the same last name as Gina Gregory and because 

DEFENDANTS’ other article does list PLAINTIFF as being affiliated in the public eye as a 

member of the groups, WWSG and CCERR, to which Gina D. Gregory belong as explained 

above. 

32. DEFENDANTS’ statement “Gina Gregory show jumping her horse that is for 

sale. She is in trouble with the California Attorney General,” (see EXHIBIT C) are false and 

defamatory towards PLAINTIFF because PLAINTIFF bears the same last name as Gina 

Gregory and because DEFENDANTS’ other article does list PLAINTIFF as being associated 

with Gina Gregory. Without acknowledging that horse rescuers often offer horses for sale in an 

attempt to place them in good homes and without acknowledging that PLAINTIFF and his 

daughter did rescue horses, the statement with the accompanying photo becomes highly 

defamatory.  

33. DEFENDANTS’ use of Gina D. Gregory’s Pro-Equest Account profile was 

without DEFENDANTS’ and Gina D. Gregory’s permission. That usage gives the false, 

defamatory impression that DEFENDANTS had conducted a reasonable investigation. Gina 

Gregory’s Pro-Equest profile even lists her telephone number and her status as a “Path 

International Certified instructor for Therapeutic Riding” yet DEFENDANTS never contacted 

PLAINTIFF nor Gina D. Gregory prior to publishing the defamatory statements nor before 

using Gina D. Gregory’s Pro-Equest Account profile. 

34. DEFENDANTS’ use of the photo of Gina D. Gregory riding a horse, taken by 

PLAINTIFF, without either Gina D. Gregory’s permission nor PLAINTIFF’s permission. 
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PLAINTIFF was the photographer of this photo and thus owns the copyright to the photo. The 

photo has the caption “Gina Danielle Gregory allegedly scammed donors who thought they 

were giving money to help horses and wounded veterans. Click play for video.” The same 

misappropriated photo was also searchable on Ratemyhorsepro.com with the caption 

“Donations allegedly to support equestrian’s horses. California attorney general is seeking to 

recoup at least $500,000 from two fraudulent horse-related charities.” The use of the image 

gives the false impression to the public that DEFENDANTS had the permission to use the 

photos and thus had spoken to PLAINTIFF. The captions also give the false, defamatory 

impression that criminal fraud claims exist against PLAINTIFF. 

35. DEFENDANTS’ statement “Gina Danielle Gregory is accused of misleading 

solicitations, self-dealing, and more surrounding two charities dealing with horses and 

veterans” is false and defamatory towards PLAINTIFF because PLAINTIFF bears the same 

last name as Gina Gregory and because DEFENDANTS’ other article does list PLAINTIFF as 

being associated with in the public eye as a member of the groups, WWSG and CCERR.  

36. DEFENDANTS’ use of the link to Gina Gregory’s YouTube account was without 

permission further contributes to the false and defamatory nature of the article, giving the false 

impression DEFENDANTS had PLAINTIFF’S permission to post such content, that 

DEFENDANTS had spoken with PLAINTIFF and Gina Gregory, and that DEFENDANTS 

conducted a reasonable inquiry and investigation, when in fact no such investigation was 

made—all of which is untrue. 

37. DEFENDANTS aided and abetted the widespread “sharing” and “posting” of 

their article to other websites by providing interactive buttons directly on the article to easily 

enable the public to share the article and quotes from the article onto Twitter, Facebook, 

Google plus, Pineterest, Linkedin, and other websites. Therefore, by endorsing the widespread 

sharing of their false, defamatory article onto websites, such as Facebook, that encourage 

reacting and commenting by others, DEFENDANTS should be held liable for the shares and 

accompanying false, defamatory comments made about PLAINTIFF. 
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38. Various individuals and groups have the RATE MY HORSE PRO article posted 

onto their Facebook pages, publicly such that anyone in the world could view their posts free 

of charge, along with other false, defamatory statements and commentary about PLAINTIFF, 

based on their reactions to DEFENDANTS’ article. These postings are displayed in EXHIBIT 

I, EXHIBIT J. EXHIBIT K, EXHIBIT L, EXHIBIT M and EXHIBIT N displays additional 

postings of the DEFENDANT’S main article onto Facebook, publicly. EXHIBIT O, EXHIBIT 

P, EXHIBIT Q, EXHIBIT R, EXHIBIT S, EXHIBIT T, and EXHIBIT U display public 

postings on social media websites.  

39. ALL EQUINES DESERVE LIFE, a Facebook page, allowed, aided, and abetted 

comments on its posting, in the comments section of the posting, such as: “The image 

containing [ALL EQUINES DESERVE LIFE wrote] “10 easy ways to spot a rescue scam: 

things to watch out for when donating online to a rescue. Learn the warning signs of a rescue 

scam: If the answer is no to ANY of the following, proceed with extreme caution: 1) Can you 

visit their facility? 2) Can you view their documents readily? 3) Can you talk with their 

previous adopters, fosters, veterinarians, and farriers? 4) Can they pull from the local shelters 

where the rescue is located? 5) Can they readily show documentation on donations received 

and how they were spent? If the answer is YES to any of the following, proceed with extreme 

caution: 1) Do they constantly post tales of personal hardship, 2) Do they constantly “rescue” 

from other states using various pullers and fosters?, 3) Do they refuse to produce financial or 

other documents immediately upon request? 4) Do they gossip about or try to discredit other 

rescues online? 5) Do they become defensive when asked specific questions about their 

rescue?,” [a commentator wrote] “I recently googles a horse trader family who got caught 

under similar allegations in one of the southern states,” [ALL EQUINES DESERVE LIFE 

wrote] “Camp horses are always victims unless their owners make contracts, etc,” [a 

commentator wrote] “There are plenty of rescues worthy of your donations! Always gotta be 

an asshole in there to totally screw good stuff up—GRRr,” [a commentator wrote] “Phyllis 

thought you and your mom would want to see this. Do you believe it?” and [a commentator 

wrote] “The helping animals business is a multi-billion dollar industry. Take a look at the 
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Humane Society of the United States books. A LOT of big salaries. When you are looking for a 

reputable non profit animal rescue, ALWAYS ask for their financials…” DEFENDANTS 

aided and abetted and/or encouraged the defamatory comments posted on this Facebook Post. 

These comments contribute to the defamation of PLAINTIFF in portraying him as a running a 

rescue scam, being a horse trader, and one who made a “big salary” off of the charities, 

CCERR and WWSG. This is not the case. PLAINTIFF never took any salary at all. CCERR 

did in fact care for rescue horses. PLAINTIFF is not a horse-trader and did not make a profit 

on the sale of any horse whatsoever in the years CCERR was in existence. These comments 

portray PLAINTIFF as a criminal when in reality PLAINTIFF had loaned substantial amounts 

of personal money and had contributed large amounts of personal time and efforts to the causes 

of CCERR and WWSG without compensation. PLAINTIFF worked 80-100 hours per week for 

the causes of WWSG and CCERR without taking a salary and without being reimbursed for his 

substantial loans of personal moneys to WWSG and CCERR.  

40. DRAFT HORSE RESCUE RESOURCE, another Facebook group (see EXHIBIT 

H), posted the following with a link to DEFENDANTS’ article: “Yet another group preying on 

well-meaning people. They give a bad name to all of the horse rescue world” [RATE 

MYHORSE PRO’S main article (see EXHIBIT A) is reposted below the statement]. These 

statements are false and defamatory. PLAINTIFF was not “preying on well-meaning people.” 

WWSG helped veterans and CCERR helped horses in a multitude of ways, as described above 

in this complaint. DRAFT HORSE RESCUE RESOURCE links to the RATE MY HORSE 

PRO article (see EXHIBIT G). 

41. DRAFT HORSE RESCUE RESOURCE’s posting contained the following 

comments in the comments section of the posting, such as: [a commentator wrote] “That is just 

disgusting that people so desperate they line their pockets at the expense of the needy. Good 

grief,” [a commentator wrote] “They should be sued for more than just the return of donations 

and they should all be criminally charged, fined 100k+ and jailed. Disgusting excuse for 

humans,” [a commentator wrote] “Like I’ve said and always will say….most 501c groups be 

they rescue or not should be able to financially stay on their own feet… they should be able to 
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financially make money and do the good they intend to do….if they all operate…..” [a 

commentator wrote] “I completely agree, especially as a business owner. Ill never fathom why 

people think the concepts of business and nonprofit are mutually exclusive,” [a commentator 

wrote] “They have to be able to prove where the money is spent. Just because they say that 95 

cents of ever dollar goes towards the actual thing should not be a good enough answer. Prove 

it!!” [a commentator wrote] “Shameful!” [a commentator wrote] “They need to go to jail and 

get money back and give it to a legitimate horse rescue” [a commentator wrote] “She should be 

disbarred, too,” [a commentator wrote] ”So what’s the name of the rescue? I can’t open the 

page,” [DRAFT HORSE RESCUE RESOURCE wrote] ‘“Central Coast Equine Rescue and 

Retirement,” “Wounded Warriors Support Group.”’ DEFENDANTS aided and abetted and/or 

encouraged the defamatory comments posted on this Facebook posting. These comments 

portray PLAINTIFF as a criminal when in reality PLAINTIFF had generously loaned 

substantial amounts of personal money, time, and efforts to the causes of CCERR and WWSG. 

As of February 2018, PLAINTIFF had loaned approximately $842,411 to the two charities 

combined in the form of his own personal community property under the community property 

laws of California. His wife had loaned approximately the same amount by that date. 

Combined, this amounts to PLAINTIFF and his wife DANELLA J. GREGORY loaning 

approximately $1.7 million combined to the two charities in question, combined. PLAINTIFF 

had and still has a right to reimbursement for his substantial loans. 

42. THE AMERICAN-CANADIAN HORSE WARRIOR FORUM, another 

Facebook page, posted the RATE MY HORSE PRO (see EXHIBIT I) article along with the 

following statements in the body of its posting: “SCAMS EVERY WHERE. Shame on the 

Gregory family- Central Coast Equine Rescue and Retirement (CCERR), Wounded Warriors 

Support Group (WWSG). They are a disgrace to our veterans and the legit equine rescues. 

California’s attorney general is seeking to recoup at least $500,000 from two fraudulent horse-

related charities. The Gregory family claims to rescue horses and help injured veterans through 

a therapeutic riding program, but the state says it is all a scam. Notice the Gregory family’s 

charity, Wounded Warriors Support Group sounds similar to two charities doing great work—
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Wounded Warrior Project and Wounded Warriors Family Support. This may cause confusion 

for some when a plea for donations comes in. So, before you give do your research. Some 

charities, including horse rescues, use paid fundraising companies who take a large percent of 

donations in a commission fee. Ask the tough questions about how much of each dollar is 

actually going to the cause you believe in. and if they don’t know, walk away.” In addition, the 

following comments are posted by others in the comments section of the posting: [a 

commentator wrote] Disgrace. [a commentator wrote] “Old Ms. Karma carries a BIG 

stick!!!!!!” [a commentator wrote] “I have a couple of fists that would like to meet their faces. 

People have no shame anymore, but through the power of the Media will be caught & charged. 

Karma’s a bitch & they’ll get their’s.” This posting and its comments are false and defamatory, 

portraying PLAINTIFF as a criminal who defrauded the public for donations for causes he did 

not actually help. Nothing is further from the truth as discussed earlier in this complaint. All 

DEFENDANTS should be held responsible for these false, defamatory statements because all 

DEFENDANTS encouraged, aided, and abetted the spread of the false and defamatory 

statements about PLAINTIFF. It also shows that PLAINTIFF’S physical safety was threatened 

based upon DEFENDANTS’ article and that readers of the article reacted by believing the 

article to imply that PLAINTIFF was a criminal and an embezzler who steals from charitable 

enterprises.  

43. HELP SAVE HORSES, BURROWS, WOLVES & OTHER ANIMALS, another 

Facebook group, posted DEFENDANT’S main article along with the following statements (see 

EXHIBIT J), in the body of its posting: “Protecting your Donations. Bogus charities often take 

names similar to legitimate charities, according to moneygeek.com. Notice the Gregory 

family’s charity, Wounded Warriors Support Group sounds similar to two charities doing great 

work—Wounded Warrior Project and Wounded Warriors Family Support. This may cause 

confusion for some when a plea for donations comes in. So, before you give do your research. 

Some charities, including horse rescues, use paid fundraising companies who take a large 

percent of donations in a commission fee. Ask the tough questions about how much of each 

dollar is actually going to the cause you believe in. and if they don’t know, walk away.” These 
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statements are false and defamatory towards PLAINTIFF because PLAINTIFF never used paid 

fundraising companies who took a large percent of donations in commissions fees. These 

statements also portray PLAINTIFF as a criminal who intentionally defrauds the public, which 

is false and defamatory. DEFENDANTS should be held responsible for these false, defamatory 

statements because all DEFENDANTS encouraged, aided, and abetted the spread of the false 

and defamatory statements about PLAINTIFF. 

44. Likewise, JOYCE STRATTON, a Facebook user, posted DEFENDANT’S main 

article onto Facebook (see EXHIBIT T). That posting contains the following comments: [a 

commentator wrote “good to see they are starting to investigate some of these groups. I am 

seeing more and more stories of fraud, neglect, etc. My hope is that it will leave enough doubt 

in a person’s mind to fully check out an organization before donating, and for our legislators to 

understand that they not all good guys;” [a commentator wrote] “Tell us something we did not 

already know.” These statements are false and defamatory towards PLAINTIFF, portraying 

him as committing fraud and neglect in connection with WWSG and CCERR. All 

DEFENDANTS should be held responsible for these false, defamatory statements because all 

DEFENDANTS encouraged, aided, and abetted the spread of the false and defamatory 

statements about PLAINTIFF. 

45. DEBORAH GILLIS, a Facebook user, posted onto Facebook a posting of the 

DEFENDANTS’ main article (see EXHIBIT L) also contains the following false, defamatory 

statements in its body: “So many orgs/ people jumped on the “Wounded Warrior” band wagon 

with horse related therapy…many of these non-profits were/are making big bucks off VA and 

Tricare Ins, many not even conducting therapy…” In the comments section of DEBORAH 

GILLIS’S Facebook posting is the following comment: [a commentator wrote] “Sad and all too 

common.” This posting is false and defamatory in that it portrays PLAINTIFF as defrauding 

the Veterans’ Association and Tricare Insurance. WWSG and CCERR never received nor 

solicited funds from these two organizations. WWSG and CCERR never received 

governmental funding nor grants. WWSG and CCERR raised its donations primarily through 

equal opportunity drawings, which took considerable time and effort to operate and manage.  
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46. ALL EQUINES DESERVE LIFE posted the following (see EXHIBIT F and P): 

“GLAD California’s getting the scam thieves! We know a few more. California’s attorney 

general is seeking to recoup at least $500,000 from two fraudulent horse-related charities. The 

state confirms Gina Danielle Gregory is part of the sham charities that promised to help horses 

and wounded veterans. The details on Rate My Horse PRO [a link to the DEFENDANTS’ 

main article is provided].” These statements are false and defamatory as to PLAINTIFF, whose 

daughter is Gina Danielle Gregory. To the contrary, as of April 17, 2017, approximately 

$682,000 was owed collectively to PLAINTIFF, DANELLA J. GREGORY, and MATTHEW 

J. GREGORY, by the two charities, WWSG and CCERR combined, evidenced by promissory 

notes, for the substantial loans these individuals had made to WWSG and CCERR in the form 

of prize cars for the drawings and other financial consideration. As of February 2018, 

PLAINTIFF had loaned approximately $842,411 to the two charities combined in the form of 

his own personal community property under the community property laws of California. His 

wife had loaned approximately the same amount by that date. Combined, this amounts to 

PLAINTIFF and his wife DANELLA J. GREGORY loaning approximately $1.7 million 

combined to the two charities in question, combined. PLAINTIFF had and still has a right to 

reimbursement for his substantial loans. PLAINTIFF was not a scam thief. WWSG and 

CCERR were not fraudulent sham charities. Moreover, PLAINTIFF did not “bilk” donors. 

There was no fraud involved because WWSG had a multitude of programs and CCERR was in 

fact caring for rescued horses. WWSG had a therapeutic riding program. In addition, WWSG 

had many other programs. WWSG travelled to and from events to direct veterans suffering 

from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (“PTSD” hereinafter) to experienced PTSD specialists as 

well as to raise public awareness of PTSD, veteran homelessness, and the plight of veterans. 

WWSG also purchased items for veterans in need, including food, bottled water, sanitation 

items, clothing, undergarments, flashlights, pillows, blankets, and other necessities.  

47. The article is false and defamatory on its face by imputing serious and egregious 

crimes to PLAINTIFF, which PLAINTIFF did not commit. Additionally, it is false and 
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defamatory on its face because it imputes dishonest acts that lower PLAINTIFF’S reputations 

in his professions, trades, and businesses.  

48. The publications were made of and concerning the PLAINTIFF, and explicitly 

refer PLAINTIFF, and were so understood by those who read the publication. To those 

statements in which a group was mentioned, it was clear that PLAINTIFF was a member of the 

group through the links to the DEFENDANTS’ article, which explicitly states his full name 

and associates him to the groups of WWSG and CCERR. 

49. DEFENDANTS knew the statements were about PLAINTIFF, as PLAINTIFF 

was named in the article. 

50. The DEFENDANTS reasonably understood the statements to mean that 

PLAINTIFF had committed a crime, or crimes, and that they would and did injure PLAINTIFF 

personally and in their professions, trades, or businesses. The article describes PLAINTIFF as 

dishonest and/or aiding and abetting including but not limited to: a conspiracy to commit fraud, 

embezzlement, larceny by false pretenses, and misrepresentation, all in willful violation of 

California Civil Code Sections 45, 45a, and perhaps 46. Alternatively, DEFENDANTS 

reasonably understood the statements to mean that PLAINTIFF had committed dishonest 

and/or illegal acts, and that they would and did injure PLAINTIFF personally and in his 

professions, trades, and/or businesses. 

51. The above statements made by and on behalf of DEFENDANTS were knowingly 

false as they pertain to PLAINTIFF, or it was made with a reckless disregard of its truth or 

falsity. 

52. The false statement made by and/on behalf of the DEFENDANTS is libel on its 

face because it defamed PLAINTIFF without the necessity of explanatory matter. It clearly 

exposes PLAINTIFF to hatred, contempt, ridicule, obloquy, because it attacks PLAINTIFF’S 

integrity, honesty, and professionalism, and falsely accuses PLAINTIFF of committing a crime 

and of knowingly perpetuating a fraud.  

53. The publications of the above statements were widely distributed by 

DEFENDANTS including on the internet and were seen and read by the public, clients, 
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friends, professional colleagues of PLAINTIFF and others in California, and elsewhere on the 

internet because the statements were and still are published on the world wide web. 

54. PLAINTIFF was never contacted by DEFENDANTS. 

55. DEFENDANTS knew or should have known at the time of the above publications 

of the defamatory statements that the statements were deceptive, inaccurate, incomplete, false, 

defamatory, highly damaging, lacking reasonable investigation, and lacking reasonable inquiry. 

DEFENDANTS should have known that purchases of horse-related equipment is part of caring 

for rescued horses and running a therapeutic riding program. Statements mislead the public and 

likely will have the impact of biasing the tribunal for the case People of the State of California 

v. WWSG et al.  

56. DEFENDANTS made no reasonable investigation nor any reasonable inquiry into 

the statements they made prior to publishing the highly damaging statements.  

57. PLAINTIFF is a private figure and has not sought publicity regarding the issues 

discussed in the article nor has he sought to influence the outcome of those issues.  

58. The false and defaming statements are available world-wide on the internet by 

looking up PLAINTIFF’S name, searching for the title of the article, and/or by viewing other 

articles related to the same subject that are linked to the article. Further, search engines such as 

Bing, Yahoo!, and Google also link PLAINTIFF with the article. The DEFENDANTS 

encouraged the sharing of the defamatory statements with a caption that states “Knowledge is 

Horse Power: Share it” with buttons that enable the public to easily share the defamatory 

statements onto websites including but not limited to Facebook and Twitter (see EXHIBIT E 

and U), giving the impression that they endorsed and expressly permitted the use of the 

defamatory statements inside the Facebook posts and shares, including but not limited to those 

of ALL EQUINES DESERVE LIFE and DRAFT HORSE RESCUE.  

59. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and each of them made the foregoing 

statements with the specific intent to injure PLAINTIFF and without any reasonable basis for 

believing them to be true. 
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60. On information and belief, the DEFENDANTS have acted insincerely, with 

improper motives, malice, oppression and/or fraud by the above described conduct, entitling 

PLAINTIFF to exemplary or punitive damages.  

The Published Article Caused PLAINTIFF Serious Injury 

61. By publishing this false, defaming, and misleading article, the article has placed 

PLAINTIFF in a false light before the world-at-large, in a manner that would be highly 

offensive to a reasonable person and has caused serious damage to PLAINTIFF’S professional 

and personal reputations. 

62. The publication of the article likely has placed PLAINTIFF in serious jeopardy 

including but not limited to the communities of equine rescue, veterans, animal rescue, and 

charities. 

63. The publications of this false, defamatory, and misleading article and has caused 

PLAINTIFF to suffer the following but not limited to: loss of personal and professional 

reputations, embarrassment, loss of friendships, personal humiliation, general emotional 

distress, anxiety, stress, substantial losses of income, and loss of business and professional 

opportunities. 

64. Even after being asked to issue a retraction pursuant to California Civil Code § 

48a, DEFENDANTS failed to do so. 

Count I: Defamation Per Se 

65. PLAINTIFF re-alleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-65. 

66. DEFENDANT made the statements to the public at large, on the world-wide web. 

67. DEFENDANT published the article without PLAINTIFF’S consents and without 

privilege. 

68. The nature of the statements (including of criminal misconduct) and beliefs 

imputed to PLAINTIFF should have heightened DEFENDANTS’ due diligence in confirming 

the verification of those statements before publishing the article on the Internet. 

DEFENDANTS acted with actual malice when it published the article either with actual 

knowledge that the article’s contents were false or with reckless disregard as to the truth or 
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falsity of those factual assertions and statements. No reasonable investigation was made as to 

the truth or falsity of contents of the article before it was published. The article does not 

mention even once that PLAINTIFF cared for rescue horses, had a therapeutic riding program, 

or any veteran’s assistance programs even though PLAINTIFF had done all of these listed 

items. DEFENDANTS either maliciously or recklessly omitted facts that would help portray 

PLAINTIFF fairly and accurately. DEFENDANT never mentions that PLAINTIFF never 

collected a salary for working 80-100 hours a week for the causes of CCERR and WWSG. No 

attempt was made to interview PLAINTIFF.  

69. People of the State of California v. WWSG et al. (RG 17856929) is a civil case. It 

is not a criminal case. By ascribing those negative and false factual assertions of criminal 

misconduct, DEFENDANTS defamed PLAINTIFF per se and has proximately caused injuries 

to PLAINTIFF’S professional reputations, credibility, honesty, professionalism, personal 

reputations, emotional well-being, standing in multiple communities (including the animal 

rescue communities, charitable communities, veterans communities, therapeutic riding 

communities, philanthropic communities, equine communities, PATH (“Professional 

Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship”) communities. Specifically, the article has caused: 

a. severe loss of professional opportunities and reputation  

b. severe loss of business opportunities and reputation,  

c. being subjected to unwanted media attention and negative reviews,  

d. severe emotional distress and anxiety 

e. loss of personal reputation 

f. embarrassment and personal humiliation.  

g. severe loss of income, business and professional relationships, and irreparable 

harm to the reputations of GREGORY CONSTRUCTION and GREGORY 

MOTORSPORTS. 

70. As of the date of this complaint, DEFENDANTS failed to issue a retraction even 

after being asked to do so by PLAINTIFF.  
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71. On information and belief, the DEFENDANTS and DOES 1-100 aided and 

abetted and/or conspired to cause the defamations alleged above by assisting in or contributing 

to the defamations.  

72. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and each of them made the foregoing 

statements with the specific intent to irreparably injure PLAINTIFF’s good name and 

reputation and did so with the statements DEFENDANTS made about and pertaining to the 

PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS’ statements were made without any reasonable basis for 

believing them to be true. No attempt was made to contact PLAINTIFF. 

73. On information and belief, the DEFENDANTS have acted insincerely, with 

improper motives, malice, oppression and/or fraud by the above described conduct, entitling 

PLAINTIFF to exemplary or punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in his favor and 

against DEFENDANT, issue injunctive relief, including that DEFENDANT issue a 

conspicuous retraction and correction of the record, monetary relief in an amount to be proven 

at trial, pre-judgment interest, and grant such other further relief that the Court deems 

appropriate.  

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION: 

FALSE LIGHT INVASION OF PRIVACY 

(AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS) 

74. PLAINTIFF incorporates by reference and the foregoing paragraphs of this 

complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

75. DEFENDANTS wrote the article and published it onto the world-wide web.  

76. As soon as the article were published, it immediately became accessible 

throughout the entire Internet through various links attached to the article and to PLAINTIFF’S 

names.  

77. The article contains false and defamatory statements about PLAINTIFF and 

attributes false and defamatory beliefs to PLAINTIFF as discussed in paragraphs 1-74, all 

which place PLAINTIFF in a very false light. Such false light includes but is not limited to 
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portraying him as a “criminal” who fraudulently embezzles charitable money for personal use, 

one who never had a charity yet fraudulently accepted donations and then used the monies for 

personal use, and never had any therapy horses, never had any rescued horses under his care, 

never had PATH (“Professional Association Therapeutic Horsemanship”) International 

certified instructors, nor a therapeutic riding program: all of which are not true and highly 

damaging. PLAINTIFF’S reputation has been damaged so severely that PLAINTIFF believes 

his reputation will never recover fully. Such false light is highly offensive to a reasonable 

person in PLAINTIFF’s position. 

78. DEFENDANTS published the article without privilege and without 

PLAINTIFF’S consents. 

79. The nature of the strong factual assertions and statements attributed to/or about 

PLAINTIFF regarding sensitive subjects such as charitable enterprises and embezzlement of 

funds should have heightened DEFENDANTS’ due diligence in confirming the truth and 

veracity of those factual assertions and statements before publishing them on the Internet. 

DEFENDANT acted with actual malice when it published the article either with actual 

knowledge that the article contained false factual assertions and statements, or with reckless 

disregard as to the truth or falsity of the false factual assertions and statements. At a minimum, 

DEFENDANT failed to exercise reasonable care under the heightened circumstances in 

verifying the accuracy and truth of the factual assertions and statements attributed to/or about 

PLAINTIFF. 

80. The defamatory falsehoods within the article affect PLAINTIFF’S professional 

and personal reputations and credibility. As a proximate result of the publication of the false 

and defamatory article, PLAINTIFF has suffered substantial damages, including but not 

limited to, loss of professional and personal reputation, emotional distress, and personal 

humiliation. 

81. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and each of them made the foregoing 

statements with the specific intent to injure PLAINTIFF and without any reasonable basis for 

believing them to be true. 
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82. As of the date of this complaint, DEFENDANTS failed to issue a retraction even 

after being asked to do so by PLAINTIFF.  

83. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and DOES 1-100 aided and abetted 

and/or conspired to cause the false light invasion of privacy alleged above by assisting in or 

contributing to PLAINTIFF’S false light invasion of privacy. 

84. On information and belief, the DEFENDANTS have acted insincerely, with 

improper motives, malice, oppression and/or fraud by the above described conduct, entitling 

PLAINTIFF to exemplary or punitive damages. WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF respectfully 

requests that this Court enter judgment in PLAINTIFF’S favor and against DEFENDANTS, 

issue injunctive relief, including that DEFENDANT issue a conspicuous retraction and 

correction of the record, monetary relief in an amount to be proven at trial, pre-judgment 

interest, and grant such other further relief that the Court deems appropriate.  

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION: 

APPROPRIATION OF NAME OR LIKENESS 

(AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS) 

85. PLAINTIFF incorporates by reference the foregoing paragraphs and the foregoing 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

86. PLAINTIFF claims that DEFENDANTS violated his right to privacy. 

DEFENDANT used PLAINTIFF’S names, likenesses, image, personal information, or identity 

without his permission. PLAINTIFF re-alleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-85. 

87. DEFENDANT gained a commercial benefit by using PLAINTIFF’S names, 

likenesses, personal information, image, and identities; 

88. PLAINTIFF was harmed in by DEFENDANT’S statements about PLAINTIFF 

which would be highly offensive to a reasonable person in PLAINTIFF’S position. The 

statements made are so damaging PLAINTIFF believes his reputation will never recover. He 

suffered the following but not limited to: humiliation, hurt feelings, anguish, anxiety, obloquy, 

public scorn and ridicule, loss of personal reputation, loss of friendships, loss of reputation in 
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his trade or businesses, loss of all income and loss of opportunities. DEFENDANTS did not 

need to use PLAINTIFF’S name, likeness, and identity in their statements; and 

89. DEFENDANT’S conduct was a substantial factor in causing PLAINTIFF’S harm. 

As discussed in this complaint DEFENDANTS flagrantly defamed PLAINTIFF’S good name 

in the name of profit and gain for DEFENDANTS, intentionally publishing falsehoods and 

deliberately encouraging the widespread dissemination of that false, defamatory information. 

90. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and DOES 1-100 aided and abetted 

and/or conspired to cause the appropriations of PLAINTIFF’s name or likeness alleged above 

by assisting in or contributing to the appropriation of PLAINTIFF’S name of likeness. 

91. Even after being asked to issue a retraction pursuant to California Civil Code § 

48a, DEFENDANTS refused to do so. 

92. On information and belief, DEFENDANTS and each of them did the above 

described acts with the specific intent to harm PLAINTIFF and with no reasonable basis. 

93. On information and belief, the DEFENDANTS have acted insincerely, with 

improper motives, malice, oppression and/or fraud by the above described conduct, entitling 

PLAINTIFF to exemplary or punitive damages. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION: 

NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

(AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS) 

94. PLAINTIFF re-alleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-94. 

95. DEFENDANTS had a legal duty to use reasonable care to avoid causing 

emotional distress to PLAINTIFF. As reporters and entities in a position with a large amount 

of visibility and power to cause reputational harm through the conduct of their business, 

including but not limited to their reporting, their investigations, their interviews, their 

marketing efforts, their television and internet programs, and online articles, DEFENDANTS 

stand in a relationship with those they report about such that DEFENDANTS have the duty to 

exercise the reasonable care of a reasonably prudent person in the same or similar 
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circumstances to prevent emotional distress upon those they interview, investigate, write about, 

and report about. By reporting on PLAINTIFF in their article, which was published publicly 

onto the internet, DEFENDANTS voluntarily assumed this legal duty to use reasonable care. 

96. DEFENDANTS knew, or should have known, that DEFENDANTS’ failure to 

exercise due care in the performance of their reporting about PLAINTIFF would cause severe 

emotional distress to PLAINTIFF. 

97. DEFENDANTS failed to interview PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS failed to 

conduct any reasonable investigation before reporting about PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS 

blatantly breached PLAINTIFF’S reasonable expectation of privacy and PLAINTIFF’S duty to 

exercise reasonable care to avoid causing emotional distress to PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS 

did so to ruin PLAINTIFF’S reputation in the name of profit and gain for themselves. 

DEFENDANTS caused severe reputational harm to PLAINTIFF without conducting a 

reasonable investigation.  

98. DEFENDANTS’ egregious acts and omissions in failing to exercise reasonable 

care to avoid causing emotional distress to PLAINTIFF were substantial factors in causing 

PLAINTIFF’S harms. If DEFENDANTS had exercised the level of reasonable care reasonably 

prudent reporters and reporting entities would exercise, DEFENDANTS would have conducted 

a sufficiently complete investigation, avoiding causing the severe emotional harm and 

reputational harm they caused PLAINTIFF. Such sensitive topics as charitable enterprises give 

rise to a heightened due diligence upon DEFENDANTS to examine and verify the veracity of 

their statements. DEFENDANTS failed to exercise the care required of them. 

99. As a proximate result of DEFENDANTS’ acts and omissions in failing to exercise 

reasonable care to avoid causing emotional distress to PLAINTIFF. PLAINTIFF has suffered 

severe emotional distress including but not limited to: anxiety, anger, agitation, depression, 

sadness, loneliness, isolation, feeling overwhelmed, marital problems, emotional distress, 

familial disputes, nervousness, grief, shame, shock, horror, humiliation, fright, loss of familial 

integrity, and severely increased alcohol consumption.  
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100. DEFENDANTS either acted with the specific intent to harm PLAINTIFF or knew 

their actions and inactions would have the probable result of causing PLAINTIFF emotional 

distress. As a further proximate result of DEFENDANTS’ acts and omissions alleged in this 

complaint, and the consequences proximately caused by it, as hereinabove alleged, 

PLAINTIFF suffered severe emotional distress, loss of income, loss of business opportunities, 

increased alcohol usage, all to PLAINTIFF’S damage. This emotional distress, which is serious 

in nature and of a kind and extent normally expected to occur in a reasonable person in 

PLAINTIFF’S position, is caused by DEFENDANTS’ negligent or otherwise tortious conduct. 

101. Upon information and belief, in engaging in the above conduct, DEFENDANTS 

and each of them acted with malice, oppression, and/or fraud, entitling PLAINTIFF to 

exemplary and punitive damages. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION: 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

(AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS) 

102. PLAINTIFF re-alleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-102. 

103. DEFENDANTS’ acted with extreme and outrageous conduct with the intention of 

causing, or reckless disregard of the probability of causing PLAINTIFF emotional distress. 

DEFENDANTS exceeded the bounds of that normally tolerated by civilized society when 

DEFENDANTS had a legal duty to use reasonable care to avoid causing emotional distress to 

PLAINTIFF. As reporters and entities in a position with a large amount of visibility and power 

to cause reputational harm through the conduct of their business, including but not limited to 

through their reporting, their investigations, their interviews, their marketing efforts, their 

internet programs, and online articles, DEFENDANTS stand in a relationship with those they 

report about such that DEFENDANTS have the duty to exercise the reasonable care of a 

reasonably prudent person in the same or similar circumstances to prevent emotional distress 

upon those they interview, investigate, write about, and report about. By reporting on 

PLAINTIFF without conducting any interview nor any investigation, DEFENDANTS 
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voluntarily assumed this legal duty to use reasonable care. DEFENDANTS proceeded to one-

sidedly portray PLAINTIFF as a fraudulent criminal who embezzles from charities heartlessly 

while lavishly travelling the country with his family. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

104. DEFENDANTS failed to interview PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS failed to 

conduct any reasonable investigation before reporting about PLAINTIFF. DEFENDANTS did 

so to ruin PLAINTIFF’S reputation in the name of profit and gain for themselves. 

DEFENDANTS caused severe reputational harm to PLAINTIFF without conducting any 

reasonable investigation. By selectively omitting favorable facts to portray PLAINTIFF in the 

least favorable light, DEFENDANTS once again exceeded all bounds normally tolerated by 

civilized society. DEFENDANTS had a heightened due diligence to examine the veracity of 

their statements regarding such sensitive issues as charitable enterprises. Not only did 

DEFENDANTS fail to exercise reasonable care towards PLAINTIFF, DEFENDANTS acted 

maliciously, intentionally, willfully, and fraudulently.  

105. As a proximate result of DEFENDANTS’ acts and omissions in intentionally or 

recklessly causing emotional harm to PLAINTIFF, PLAINTIFF has suffered severe emotional 

distress including but not limited to: anxiety, anger, agitation, depression, sadness, loneliness, 

isolation, feeling overwhelmed, marital problems, despair, emotional distress, familial disputes, 

nervousness, grief, shame, shock, horror, humiliation, fright, loss of familial integrity, and 

severely increased alcohol consumption.  

106. DEFENDANTS acted with the specific intent to harm PLAINTIFF or knew their 

actions and inactions would have the direct result of causing PLAINTIFF emotional distress. 

As a further proximate result of DEFENDANTS’ acts and omissions alleged in this complaint, 

and the consequences proximately caused by it, as hereinabove alleged, PLAINTIFF suffered 

severe emotional distress, loss of income, loss of business opportunities, increased alcohol 

usage, all to PLAINTIFF’S damage. This emotional distress, which is serious in nature and of 

a kind and extent normally expected to occur in a reasonable person in PLAINTIFF’S position, 

is caused by DEFENDANTS’ negligent or otherwise tortious conduct. 
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107. DEFENDANTS’ egregious conduct was a substantial factor in causing 

PLAINTIFF’S severe emotional distress. The one-side, spiteful, malicious, and fraudulent 

portrayal of PLAINTIFF by DEFENDANTS made PLAINTIFF a direct victim with severe 

emotional injuries.   

108. Upon information and belief, in engaging in the above conduct, DEFENDANTS 

and each of them acted with malice, oppression, and/or fraud, entitling PLAINTIFF to 

exemplary and punitive damages. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF respectfully request this Court to enter judgment in his favor and 

against DEFENDANTS and issue and ORDER: 

1) Requiring, in as conspicuous a fashion as the statements discussed 

in this complaint have been published, a) DEFENDANTS to print a full retraction stating that 

PLAINTIFF’S family did have rescued horses; that no officer or director of WWSG or 

CCERR ever took a salary of any kind from WWSG or CCERR; that PLAINTIFF, along with 

MATTHEW J. GREGORY and DANELLA J. GREGORY collectively loaned substantial 

amounts of personal money (approximately $1.6 million as of April 17, 2017) to WWSG and 

CCERR combined; PLAINTIFF did have a therapeutic riding program; PLAINTIFF did have a 

PATH International Certified Instructor (his daughter, Gina D. Gregory); PLAINTIFF did 

spend substantial amounts of personal money, effort, and time to the causes of helping veterans 

and rescued horses; PLAINTIFF did not profit at the expense of the charity; PLAINTIFF was 

not traveling the country as a family; that traveling was a necessary expense of carrying out the 

charitable missions of the charities and in offering tickets for the drawing in person; that his 

wife, Danella J. Gregory, and daughter, Gina D. Gregory, stayed in Alameda county to take 

care of the rescue horses; that PLAINTIFF was not travelling the country as a family; that 

PLAINTIFF typically stayed in his car trailer, which had no living quarters, and paid to shower 

at truck stops when travelling to conduct the charitable missions of CCERR and WWSG; that 

if PLAINTIFF needed to stay in a motel due to extreme weather conditions or safety concerns 

while travelling for the charities, it typically would be a Motel 6 or another inexpensive motel; 
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that purchases made at the listed retailers were for veterans in need; that PLAINTIFF, when 

purchasing items for veterans in need, sometimes used the retailer closest to the WWSG booth 

due to restraints on time and help that would enable him to use a vendor farther away; 

PLAINTIFF, DANELLA J. GREGORY and MATTHEW J. GREGORY were owed $682,000 

as of April 17, 2017 on promissory notes for their loans to WWSG and CCERR of the prize 

cars and other substantial amounts of financial consideration; PLAINTIFF had and still has a 

right to reimbursement for his substantial loans;  2) to remove the article, and any links to the 

article off the world-wide web; and to remove its link from anyone who “shared” or linked to 

it; AND for damages, jointly and severally, as follows: 

3) A minimum of $60,000,000 or, if greater: 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION (DEFAMATION PER SE/ LIBEL PER SE) 

4) For general damages, according to proof; 

5) For special damages, according to proof; 

6) For exemplary (or punitive) damages, according to proof;  

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION (FALSE LIGHT INVASION OF PRIVACY) 

7) Damages for the harm to PLAINTIFF’s interest in privacy resulting from 

DEFENDANT’S invasion; 

8) For special damages, according to proof; 

9) For exemplary (or punitive) damages, according to proof; 

10) For disgorgement of all profits made from the false light invasion of privacy;  

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION (APPROPRIATION OF NAME/LIKENESS) 

11) For compensatory damages for emotional distress/anxiety/humiliation/mental 

suffering, harm to PLAINTIFF’S reputation or standing in the community, the 

commercial value of PLAINTIFF’S name or likeness, including to compensate 

for prospective damages, according to proof; 

12) For exemplary (or punitive) damages, according to proof; 
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13) For disgorgement of all profits made from the appropriation of PLAINTIFF’S 

name and likeness; 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION (NEGLIGENT INFLICTION  

OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS) 

14) For compensatory damages for emotional distress/anxiety/humiliation/mental 

suffering, harm to PLAINTIFF’S reputation or standing in the community, the 

commercial value of PLAINTIFF’S name or likeness, including to compensate 

for prospective damages, according to proof; 

15) For exemplary (or punitive) damages, according to proof; 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION (INTENTIONAL INFLICTION  

OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS) 

16) For compensatory damages for emotional distress/anxiety/humiliation/mental 

suffering, harm to PLAINTIFF’S reputation or standing in the community, the 

commercial value of PLAINTIFF’S name or likeness, including to compensate 

for prospective damages, according to proof; 

17) For exemplary (or punitive) damages, according to proof; 

 

ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

18) For costs and fees of suit incurred herein;  

19) To pierce the Limited Liability Company veil if in the interest of fairness and 

justice; 

20) Attorney’s fees, as permitted by law; and  

21) For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

22) Plaintiff respectfully demands trial by jury on all claims and issues properly 

triable thereto.  
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Dated: August 31, 2018 

  

                                                                             By: _______________________ 

Gina D. Gregory, SBN 297007 

     6083 N. Figarden Dr. #214 

     Fresno, CA 93722  

     (415) 828-9869 

                                                      attorneyginagregory@aol.com 
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