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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
 
 
URSULA KARVEN-VERES 
    Plaintiff, 
 
  - against – 
 
WINLEY FARM LLC 
    Defendant. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Index No. _________________ 

 
COMPLAINT 
 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
 
 

Plaintiff Ursula Karven-Veres (“Plaintiff” or “Karven”), upon information and 

belief and upon personal knowledge as to her experiences and by and through her 

attorneys at Balestriere Fariello 225 Broadway, 29th Floor, New York, NY 10007,  alleges 

as follows : 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. This is a personal injury action brought against Defendant Winley Farm 

LLC (“Winley Farm”) for its negligent and grossly negligent failure to provide a 

reasonably safe horse for Karven to ride while filming on the set of a motion picture.  
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action based on 

diversity of citizenship, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(2) as Plaintiff is a citizen of a 

foreign country and Defendant is a citizen of New York state.  

3. Defendant Winley Farm LLC is a New York corporation with its principal 

place of business located in Dutchess County, New York, at 33 Winley Crescent, 

Millbrook, New York 12545. 

4. The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000. 

5. Venue is proper in this District, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 as the 

incident occurred in Dutchess County, New York.  

PARTIES 

6. Plaintiff Ursula Karven-Veres is a resident and citizen of the Federal 

Republic of Germany where she works as an actress and also owns and operates several 

yoga and nutrition lifestyle brands for which she is also a spokeswoman.   Karven was 

injured on August 11, 2015, during a rehearsal prior to the filming of a motion picture at 

Winley Farm, in this District, while test-riding a horse selected by Winley Farm to 

appear in the motion picture.   

7. Defendant Winley Farm is a state of the art equine facility which sits on 

155 acres of paddocks and wooded areas in Dutchess County, New York. In addition to 

farm grounds dedicated to the breeding,  training, and sale of horses, Winley Farm 

includes a barn facility comprised of thirty four 12x12 stalls, six 16x12 broodmare stalls 

with extra-wide doors, an indoor horse walker, a 200 x100 indoor ring with a heated 
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viewing area, an onsite veterinary laboratory and a barn manager who lives on the 

premises.  

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

8. Plaintiff Ursula Karven was cast as the lead female role in a German 

motion picture. The role required rudimentary horseback riding capabilities, 

specifically to be sitting on a horse and starting and stopping the horse.  

9. Karven accepted the role and was clear at all relevant times that her 

horseback riding capabilities were limited, and that she was capable of sitting on a 

horse and starting and stopping a horse.  

10. As an actress, Karven was cast in this film to act like a more experienced 

horseback rider for this motion picture, but her role did not require her to be capable of 

riding a horse.  

11. This means that the horse selected for work in this movie needed to be 

100% safe and very well trained, so that the horse would enable Karven to do her job—

to act like the more experienced horseback rider she was hired to portray in this film, 

even though Karven herself has only limited riding capabilities.  

12. Karven has appeared in other films in the past where she also portrayed a 

character who was an experienced horseback rider. In those past films, Karven was able 

to work safely with a well-trained stage horse to successfully play her part, despite her 

own limited capabilities riding a horse. 

13. Winley Farm was contracted by the movie production company to 

provide an appropriate horse for the filming of this motion picture on the Winley Farm 
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premises.  

14. Winley Farm provided a ten-year-old jumper horse named Dior for the 

role.  

15. Winley Farm arranged for Karven to come to their facility for a test ride 

on August 11, 2015, in order to pick a horse for the film scene.  

16. When Karven arrived on the farm on August 11, 2015, for the test ride, 

Karven informed Winley Farm’s stable staff that she had limited capabilities when it 

came to riding a horse, and was able only to stop and start a horse on the most basic 

level.   

17. When Dior was presented to Karven by Winley Farm staff at Winely 

Farm, Karven was under the impression that Dior was a safe, stage-trained horse, and 

she was encouraged by stable staff at Winley Farm to pick Dior for his “good looks” 

over another horse at the farm, also being considered for the same work in the motion 

picture.  

18. Unbeknownst to Karven at the time, Dior was in fact not trained to be a 

stage horse nor was Dior trained to be ridden by an actress with limited horseback 

riding experience, such as Karven.  

19. Dior, a jumper horse of Dutch Warmblood, was trained to be a sport 

horse. Significantly, Warmblood sport horses are bred to have very broad movements 

in trot and canter, which, for an inexperienced rider can be difficult because it makes for 

a bumpy ride. As opposed to a smooth ride, more suitable for beginners. 
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20. Additionally, sport horses are trained to be sensitive to their rider’s 

movements and can be very reactive to their environment. Both qualities make this type 

of horse a dangerous choice for an inexperienced rider and even more dangerous for an 

actress with minimal horseback riding capabilities, such as Karven.   

21. Also, in general, a sport horse would be a danger for work on a motion 

picture set in the presence of camera crew, outside noise, and bright lights, unless 

specifically trained as a film animal.  

22. Ordinarily, a stage horse (which Dior was not) would be selected for 

filming on a motion picture set. Stage horses are trained to be nonreactive to outside 

stimuli, such as bright lights and the presence of a stage crew, and are less sensitive to a 

beginner rider’s movements. 

23. Further compounding the danger to Karven, Winley Farm also did not 

provide a safe saddle for Dior.  

24. On August 11, 2015, Dior was saddled with an English jumping saddle, 

which did not provide any mechanism for Karven to hold onto for balance and control.  

This type of saddle is typically constructed for show jumping with an advanced rider 

who knows how to balance themselves on the horse over jumps and bumps, without 

any support. This makes the English jumping saddle ideal only for advanced riders.  

25. For an inexperienced rider, a more supportive saddle should be provided, 

such as a western saddle. The western saddle, which was not used by Winley Farm, is 

equipped with a saddle horn for the rider to grip to hold themselves up on the horse 
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and stay balanced.  

26. The supportive features on a saddle are vital for an inexperienced or 

beginner rider to balance themselves on the horse’s back and to gain control of the 

horse in critical situations, instead of bouncing on the horse’s back, which can be 

irritating to the horse and cause the horse to act out.  

27. Additionally, the supportive features on the saddle keep the rider from 

wrapping their own legs tightly around the horse to maintain balance and from pulling 

at the horse’s reins when the rider needs to regain balance or signal to the horse to calm 

down.  

28. Pulling the reins of a sensitive horse, such as Dior, without a secure, 

balanced, seat can be extremely dangerous and can make a horse act wild, and run 

faster. The same is true for when a rider wraps their own legs tightly around a horse to 

maintain balance.  

29. These behaviors (clinging to the horse and pulling the reins of the horse), 

along with a rider bouncing on the horse’s back, irritate the horse and cause the horse to 

act wild, which is in conflict with the intention of the inexperienced rider (like Karven) 

who would be clinging to the horse instinctively to maintain balance, and who would 

be pulling the horse’s reins with the intention of regaining balance and commanding 

the horse stop or slow down.  

30. As a result, a dangerous situation of disharmony is created between the 

rider and the horse, because the rider intends to communicate to the horse to slow 

down, but the horse becomes irritated, and acts even more wild, as a result of the rider’s 
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behavior.  

31. Such was the case when Karven test rode Dior at Winley Farm on August 

11, 2015 prior to filming.  

32. From the moment Karven started riding Dior during the test ride on 

August 11, 2015, all Winley Farm stable staff who were present could plainly see there 

was a large amount of disharmony between Karven and Dior. However, Karven, an 

actress with limited horse-riding capability and limited knowledge of horses generally, 

trusted in the Winley Farm stable staff to keep her safe, as well as in the stable staff’s 

selection of an appropriate horse. 

33. During Karven’s first mount of Dior, Dior tried to run away. Additionally, 

it was noticeable that Karven was bouncing on Dior’s back while sitting on Dior. This is 

a sign of poor balance, and also irritating to the horse, as discussed above.  

34. After the first trot and canter with Dior, Karven showed clear signs of 

insecurity. Karven’s insecurity was obvious by her shouting “whoa,” being imbalanced 

on the horse, clinging to Dior by tightly wrapping her legs around his body, and pulling 

the reins of Dior heavily (all dangerous things to do, as explained above) causing Dior 

to act wild.   

35. While witnessing Karven’s display of insecurity on top of Dior, Winley 

Farm’s staff stated “she’s okay,” and as a solution, staff recommended giving the horse 

a drug “cocktail” to calm it down prior to filming the scenes for the movie, which was 

scheduled for later that week.  

36. The safeness of drugging a jumper sport horse to calm it down depends 
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on the nature of the drugs used and how the drugs are administered. However, in 

general, training is not to be replaced by drugs. 

37.  In certain situations, a horse may be safely “prepped” with a safe sedative 

prior to a ride, which Winley Farm failed to do on August 11, 2015.  

38. In other situations, administering a more potent mix of drugs can have 

dire consequences. As these horses are extremely reactive and sensitive, dulling their 

ability to react, as some drugs would do, does not take away the horse’s impulse to 

react. The result is to increase the likelihood that the horse collapses from trying to run, 

when its muscles are too sedated to actually run.  

39. While Karven was riding Dior, shortly following stable staff’s suggestion 

to “give the horse a cocktail,” Dior suddenly became insecure and began to wildly buck, 

then bolted. This caused Karven to be thrown off of the horse, landing on her head. 

40. Karven lost consciousness after the fall.  

41. As a result of the fall, Karven suffered a fracture to her right C2 transverse 

foramen, and also affected the transverse process of the vertebral artery foramen.  

42. Additionally, degenerative changes were noted to Karven’s C-spine which 

this fall could have exacerbated.  

43. The right vertebral artery is the main artery supplying blood to the brain. 

44. The fracture to her C2 transverse foramen was precarious in that if the 

fracture worsened, by any subsequent additional impact, it could cause critical injury to 

the vertebral artery.   

45. As the fracture was, it affected only the transverse process of the artery by 
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creating a mild stenosis. However, further or more severe injury to her C-spine or 

vertebral artery foramen could very likely result in severe stroke and possibly paralysis 

or death.  

46.  This injury to her C-spine, which implicated her vertebral artery, required 

her to be in a hard neck brace for three months with limited physical activity thereafter.  

47. Karven suffered pain as a result of the injury and has had limited 

mobility, which prevents her from being able to work as both a movie actress and also 

as a spokeswoman for her Yoga lifestyle brands. 

48. As an immediate result of the accident, Karven was forced to cancel 

booked television spots associated with her yoga business and her nutrition supplement 

company, and could not pursue acting roles while in the neckbrace.  

49. Karven is spokeswoman and founder of a two lifestyle brands, one called 

“Mach Dich Leicht”and the other called “Good Me.” Through these brands, Karven 

sells packages of online yoga exercise videos which she stars in, and sells recipes (for 

which she does cooking appearance spots on television in Germany) and nutrition 

supplements as part of her brand “Good Me.”  

50. Prior to the accident,  Karven had booked a series of television spots as 

part of the advertising campaign for her new twelve month subscription program 

“DETOX,” set to launch before Christmas 2015.  All of these appearances had to be 

cancelled due to the accident,  along with photo shoots that she had also committed to 

do as part of her job as an actress. 

51. Additionally, since the accident, Karven has been diagnosed with Post 
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Traumatic Stress Disorder (“PTSD”) as she now experiences extreme stress and anxiety 

when in a crowd. Her anxiety was originally born from the fear that if a person were to 

bump into her or push her accidentally in public, it may cause further injury to her right 

vertebral artery, which could cause her to have a stroke, or worse. 

52.  Karven now suffers from anxiety attacks and often has trouble 

remembering her lines on set, has trouble concentrating especially during film 

shootings, and doesn’t sleep at night.   

53. This debilitating fear has further kept Karven from any semblance of a 

normal routine. 

54.  On February 28, 2016, Karven was admitted for intensive in-patient 

psychiatric treatment for this condition, and she remained hospitalized for four weeks. 

Since her release, she requires intensive out-patient therapy for her PTSD as a result of 

the accident at Winley Farm.   

55. Further, since the accident at Winley Farm, Karven has experienced a dull 

throbbing ache in her right shoulder joint accompanied by difficulty sleeping due to 

shoulder discomfort, general pain in her right shoulder and decreased shoulder 

strength.  

56. As of May 2016, Karven has been diagnosed with a non-degenerative 

superior labral tear from anterior to posterior (“SLAP”) lesion in her right shoulder, 

which her doctor diagnoses as being caused by her fall at Winley Farm in August 2015.  

57. In late May 2016 Ursula had to undergo shoulder surgery to address the 

SLAP lesion in her right shoulder. During surgery, extensive damage to Karven’s 
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shoulder cartilage was discovered, and it is expected that she will require extensive 

shoulder rehabilitation, post-surgery.  

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligence) 

 
58. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges all allegations above as if fully set forth 

herein.  

59. Winley Farm had a duty to provide a reasonably safe horse for work with 

an actress—with limited horseback riding capabilities—on a motion picture set, 

including providing a horse trained for stage work to be nonreactive to stage crew and 

other on-set stimuli as well as a horse that would not react sensitively to an 

inexperience rider.  

60. Winley Farm breached their duty to provide a reasonably safe horse by 

failing to provide a safe, stage-trained horse, suitable for work with an actress with 

limited riding capabilities such as Karven.  Instead Winley Farm provided a reactive 

jumper sport horse, which it either dangerously planned to drug in order to calm the 

horse down, or failed to safely prep with a sedative prior to allowing Karven to ride the 

horse. Winley Farm also failed to stop the test ride when stable staff noticed that 

sedation of the horse may be necessary. 

61. It was reasonably foreseeable that, by failing to provide a properly trained 

horse for work on a motion picture set and with an actress, such as Karven, who had 

limited riding capabilities, that an actress, such as Karven, who had limited horseback 

riding capabilities, would be injured while test riding the horse prior to filming a scene 
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in a motion picture. 

62. Winley Farm’s negligent failure to provide a reasonably safe horse 

appropriate for work on a motion picture set and with an actress, such as Karven, who 

had limited riding capabilities, and by instead providing a very reactive jumper sport 

horse, caused Karven to be thrown from the horse while she attempted to test ride the 

horse at the suggestion of stable staff, and caused extensive and continuing injuries. 

63. As a result of Winley Farm’s negligence in failing to provide a reasonably 

safe horse, Karven has suffered actual damages. These damages include pain and 

suffering, emotional and mental distress, a spinal fracture involving her right vertebral 

artery, possible exacerbation of pre-existing degenerative changes to her spine, a SLAP 

lesion in her right shoulder, and lost work time and income. The long-term effects of her 

injuries continue to manifest themselves. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Gross Negligence) 

 
64. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges all allegations above as if fully set forth 

herein.  

65. Winley Farm had a duty to provide a reasonably safe horse and safe 

equipment, including a suitable saddle with supportive features, for work on a motion 

picture set and with an actress with limited horseback riding capabilities. 

66. Winley Farm breached its duty to provide a reasonably safe horse and 

reasonably safe equipment by wantonly, willfully, and recklessly providing a reactive 

jumper sport horse that was extremely ill-suited for work on a motion picture set in 
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general, and especially ill-suited for work on set with an actress with limited horseback 

riding capabilities and for not providing a reasonably safe saddle with supportive 

features.  

67. It was reasonably foreseeable that by failing to provide a safe horse and by 

failing to provide safe equipment and instead providing a reactive jumper sport horse 

with an unsupportive saddle for work on a motion picture with an actress who had 

limited horseback riding capabilities, that an actress, such as Karven, who had limited 

horseback riding capabilities, would be injured while attempting to work with the 

horse.  

68. Winley Farm’s wanton, willful, and reckless disregard for the safety of an 

actress who had limited horseback riding capabilities working with a horse on a motion 

picture set and in particular, its failure to provide a safe horse with safe equipment for 

work on a motion picture set with an actress who had limited horseback riding 

capabilities, and instead providing a reactive jumper sport horse with an unsupportive 

saddle, caused Karven to be thrown from the horse while attempting to ride the horse, 

and caused her extensive and continuing injuries.  

69. As a result of Winley Farm’s gross negligence, and wanton, willful, and 

reckless disregard for the safety of an actress, such as Karven, who had minimal 

horseback riding capabilities, working on a motion picture with a horse, Karven 

suffered actual damages. These damages include pain and suffering, emotional and 

mental distress, a spinal fracture involving her right vertebral artery, possible 

exacerbation of pre-existing degenerative changes to her spine, a SLAP lesion in her 
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right shoulder, and lost work time and income. The long-term effects of her injuries 

continue to manifest themselves. 

70. As Winley Farm’s gross negligence was wanton, willful, and in reckless 

disregard for the safety of an actress with limited horseback riding capabilities riding a 

horse for a role in a motion picture, punitive damages should also be awarded against it 

in an amount to be determined at trial.  

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE Plaintiff demands the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Awarding actual damages in excess of medical bills resulting from 

Defendant’s wrongdoing, in an amount to be determined at trial; 

B. Punitive damages in an amount to be proven at trial; 

C. Pre-and post judgement costs, interest and attorney’s fees;  and 

D. Such other and further relief as this Court may deem appropriate. 

 
Dated:  New York, New York   Respectfully submitted,  
  July 12, 2016    

______________________________ 
       John Balestriere 
    Jillian Singer* 
       BALESTRIERE FARIELLO 
       225 Broadway, 29th Fl. 
       New York, New York 10007 
       Telephone:  (212) 374-5401  
       Facsimile:  (212) 208-2613   
       john.balestriere@balestrierefariello.com  
    jillian.singer@balestrierefariello.com 
    Attorneys for Plaintiff 

*Admission pending to the Southern 
District of New York  
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