
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Washington 10th Judicial District

CR20131387Prosecutor File No.
82CR14249Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

WILLIAM HENRY ST. SAUVER JR    DOB: 03/28/1983

18140 Fenway Avenue N
Forest Lake, MN 55025

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Overwork/Mistreat AnimalsTorture
Minnesota Statute: 343.21.1, with reference to:  343.21.9(d)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and $5,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/09/2013

Control #(ICR#): 13036217

Charge Description: On or about November 9, 2013, the defendant cruelly beat or kiledl any animal, to
wit: horse named "Saint Supreme Air" owned by G.A.F. This offense occurred ni Washington County,
Minnesota.

COUNT II

Charge: Overwork/Mistreat AnimalsTorture
Minnesota Statute: 343.21.1, with reference to:  343.21.9(d)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and $5,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/09/2013

Control #(ICR#): 13036217

Charge Description: On or about November 9, 2013, the defendant did cruelly beat or killed any animal, to
wit: horse named "Sultan's Gift of Glory" owned by G.A.F. This offense occurred in Washington County,
Minnesota.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

The Complainant states that the following facts establish probable cause:

 

Your complainant is a licensed peace officer in the State of Minnesota and is employed by the Washington 
County Sheriff's Office. In that capacity and after review of the reports, your complainant states the 
following to establish probable cause:  
 
On November 10, 2013, law enforcement was dispatched to the address of 22010 Oldfield Avenue North, 
located in the City of Scandia, Washington County. Law enforcement received information from G.A.F. that 
she boards two horses at that residence, "Saint Supreme Air" and "Sultan's Gift of Glory" and that she had 
received a phone call from WILLIAM HENRY ST. SAUVER, JR., DOB 03/2/1983, the defendant herein, 
that her horses had been shot and killed at that location.  
 
Upon arrival Deputy Petrey met with ST.SAUVER who indicated that on the previous evening, around 7:00 
p.m. the two horses owned by G.A.F. were shot by hunters, and died. ST. SAUVER stated that he buried 
the horses. ST. SAUVER took law enforcement to a fenced-in field on the east side of the property and 
informed law enforcement that the horses were shot in the field. ST. SAUVER then led them to the location 
in the field where he stated he found the horses. Law enforcement did not observe any blood or other 
evidence consistent with the horses being shot at that location. ST. SAUVER also informed law 
enforcement that he buried the horses behind a shed on the property. ST. SAUVER began using a skid 
loader to dig up the area that he claimed he had buried the horses and quit digging after he made a three 
to four foot deep hole. Law enforcement did not observe any signs of the dead horses in the hole, nor did 
the ground appear to have been recently dug up and replaced.  
 
On November 11, 2013, at approximately 11:46 a.m. Deputy Petrey and Deputy Majeski returned to 
22010 Oldfield Avenue North, and again spoke with ST. SAUVER. ST. SAUVER led law enforcement to a 
large cornfield approximately 1/4 mile away from where ST. SAUVER initially stated he found and buried 
the horses. In the middle of the cornfield law enforcement observed a large amount of dirt that appeared to 
be recently dug up, and two horses were partially buried in the dirt. ST. SAUVER indicated that he was in 
the process of digging up the horses. The horses were somewhat mutilated, including numerous puncture 
wounds due to being buried and dug up.  
 
The horses were taken to the University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory for necropsy 
examinations. Dr. Olson performed the necropsies, and found multiple gun shot wounds to the head and 
skull area of both horses, along with associated bony fractures, hemorrhage and disruption to the brain 
caused by the wounds. Dr. Olson opined that the cause of death for both horses was likely associated with 
severe acute firearm trauma. Dr. Olson recovered metallic projectile fragments consistent with bullet 
fragments from the skull/head area of both horses.  
 
On November 12, 2013, B.J.B. contacted law enforcement and spoke with Det. Joe Stoehr. B.J.B. 
indicated that he had read a newspaper article regarding the shooting of the two horses and saw a picture 
of ST. SAUVER in the article. B.J.B. immediately recognized ST. SAUVER from the photo in the 
newspaper and contacted law enforcement. B.J.B. stated that on November 9, 2013 at approximately 3:00 
p.m. he was at the residence on Oldfield Avenue North loading hay. B.J.B. stated that as he was loading 
up the hay he heard 2 or 3 loud gunshots and saw a horse go running off. B.J.B. initially thought that the 
man near the horses must be trying to train the horse to be around gunshots. B.J.B. started walking over to 
the area to see if the male needed assistance with the horses. As B.J.B. approached he saw the horse 
blowing blood out of his nose, and the horse appeared to have been shot in the head. B.J.B. stated that he 
then decided not to approach and walked away. B.J.B. heard one more gun shot as he walked away. 
B.J.B. further identified the male with the horses as ST. SAUVER after seeing ST. SAUVER's picture in 
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the newspaper. B.J.B. indicated that ST. SAUVER was not wearing hunting gear but rather "farm clothes" 
including a red hooded sweatshirt with a blue vest or jacket over the sweatshirt.  
 
The State requests a complaint warrant issue due to the severity of the offense and public safety concerns. 
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant Joseph Stoehr Electronically Signed:  1/17/2014
Deputy
15015 62nd Street N
PO Box 3801
Stillwater, MN 550823801
Badge: 119

Subscribed and sworn to before the undersigned.

Notary Public or
Judicial Official

Electronically Signed:  1/17/2014Charles Aldean, Peace Officer
License Number: 17726,
Washington County, Minnesota.
My license expires: 06/30/2016
Detective
15015 62nd Street N
PO Box 3801
Stillwater, MN 550823801

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:  1/17/2014Jessica L. Stott
PO Box 6
15015 62nd Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 4306115
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the abovestated offense(s).

SUMMONSX

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on February 27, 2014 at 9:00 AM before 
the above-named court at 14949 62nd Street N PO Box 3802, Stillwater, MN 55082-3802 to answer this 
complaint. 

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the abovenamed county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint is issued by the undersigned Judge as of the following date: January 17, 2014.

Judicial Officer Gary Schurrer
judge

Electronically Signed:  1/17/2014

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

William Henry St. Sauver Jr
Defendant

Clerk's Signature or File Stamp:

RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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