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UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION 
THE NATIONAL GOVERNING BODY FOR EQUESTRIAN SPORT 

FINDINGS AND DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION, INC. 
HEARING COMMITTEE 

RE: United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. v. Steven Rivetts (T) & Brigid Colvin (T) & Dr. 
Betsee Parker (0) 

Federation File No. 2015-12 
May 20, 2015 

Pursuant to Chapter 6, GR611.5 of the rules of the United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. (the 

"Federation"), this comprises the Findings and Decision of the Federation's Hearing Committee 

following a hearing of the above-referenced matter held at the Federation's Lexington, Kentucky office 

on May 20, 2015. 

Committee members presiding: Mr. Alvin Topping, in the Chair; Mr. Bill Moroney; Mr. George 

Williams; and Ms. Mary Anne Cronan (collectively the "Hearing Committee"). Ms. Debbie Bass was 

unable to sit on the panel and so took no part in the hearing or deliberation. 

Parties and Witnesses in attendance: Alan Foreman, Esq., Counsel to the Federation's Drugs and 

Medications Program; Stephen Schumacher, D.V.M., Administrator of the Federation's Drugs and 

Medications Program; George Maylin, D.V.M., Ph.D., Consultant to the Federation's Drugs and 

Medications Program; Thomas F. Lomangino, Laboratory Director of the Federation's Drug Testing and 

Research Laboratory; Steven Rivetts, Respondent; Joel B. Turner, Esq., Counsel for Steven Rivetts and 

Dr. Betsee Parker; Brigid Colvin, Respondent; and Krysia Carmel Nelson, Esq., Counsel for Brigid 

Colvin. 

Also in attendance: Daniel E. Danford, Esq., Counsel to the Hearing Committee; Emily Pratt, Secretary 

to the Hearing Committee and Director of Regulation; Julie Bernier, Federation Staff; and a court 

reporter. 

The Hearing Committee heard evidence presented in the matter of a Charge filed by the Federation 

against Steven Rivetts, as trainer, Brigid Colvin, as trainer, and Dr. Betsee Parker, as owner, for alleged 

violation of Federation Chapter 4, GR410-411, in that on or about August 15, 2014, they exhibited the 
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horse INCLUSIVE in the Classic Hunter Round at the 2014 USHJA International Hunter Derby 

Championship Horse Show held on August 14-16, 2014 after said horse had been administered and/or 

contained in its body gamma-aminobutyric acid in excess of normal physiologic levels, and gamma-

aminobutyric acid in excess of normal physiologic levels was detected in the blood sample. 

DELIBERATION 

Before reaching its decision, the Hearing Committee received into evidence and gave consideration to the 

written submissions and other evidence listed in the Addendum to this decision. The Hearing Committee 

further considered the arguments of counsel and the live testimony of the parties and witnesses present at 

the hearing. 

At the outset of the hearing, the Hearing Committee was apprised that the Respondents had stipulated to 

the Federation's case with regard to sample collection, shipping, chain of custody, testing and the 

analytical results. Based on the stipulation and the evidence in the case, the Hearing Committee 

determined unanimously that Federation rules were violated as charged. 

The parties did not stipulate to the Federation's case with regard to whether Mr. Rivetts or Ms. Colvin 

were trainers of the horse in question. Accordingly, the hearing largely focused on that issue. However, 

the written submissions and live testimony in this case left much to be desired. As Mr. Foreman cogently 

noted, the testimony left the panel with the distinct impression that there was more than meets the eye in 

this situation. 

What seems clear is that Dr. Parker highly prized the riding services of Ms. Colvin's daughter. Even after 

Ms. Colvin had a falling out with her daughter's fonner trainer, Scott Stewart, Dr. Parker attempted to set 

up an arrangement that would allow Miss Colvin to ride, while severely restricting the contact that her 

mother could have with Dr. Parker's horses. Mr. Rivetts testified that the issue with Ms. Colvin was her 

reported heavy medicating of horses, including specifically the types of illegal substance involved in this 

case. Thus, the evidence included description of an arrangement whereby Ms. Colvin was not allowed 

access to INCLUSIVE or to Dr. Parker's stalls, yet counter-intuitively was to be listed as the trainer for 
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the horse, and to be placed in full control of the horse from the time it left the barn to warm-up until the 

time it returned after the class. 

During the Competition, Mr. Rivetts had full care, custody and control of INCLUSIVE for the majority of 

the time. He was exclusively in charge of feeding, lodging and securing nightwatch for INCLUSIVE, and 

he gave all medications upon consulting with Dr. Parker's veterinarian. He also contacted the former 

trainer in order to continue INCLUSIVE on lactanase and significant doses of Perfect Prep, a calming 

agent. 

Mr. Rivetts was aware before the Competition that he was to be listed as the trainer on the entry blank. 

He testified that Dr. Parker instructed him to have Ms. Colvin substituted on the entry blank at the 

Competition. He states that he went to the show office for that purpose, but the office clerk forgot to 

make the change. He acknowledged that, in reality, Ms. Colvin functioned as more of a coach for her 

daughter than a trainer for the horse. 

Ms. Colvin had a slightly different description of the arrangement. Based on things said about her by the 

former trainer, Ms. Colvin claimed to have been essentially blackballed by Dr. Parker. She was not 

allowed near the horse and would be escorted by Mr. Rivetts' staff every time she went to the barn or 

stalls to get riding items for her daughter. She testified that Mr. Rivetts told her she was not allowed near 

the horse, and she was made to feel most unwelcome. He did not tell her that she would be listed as 

trainer of the horse. She felt that everyone shunned her, but she complied with the situation because 

otherwise her daughter would lose the ability to ride for Dr. Parker. 

Accordingly, at the Derby Finals, Ms. Colvin testified that she was allowed to accompany her daughter to 

the warm-up area and the ring, but the horse was always handled by one of Dr. Parker's grooms, and Mr. 

Rivetts was always present. She testified that no details were shared with her, and she was not allowed to 

have contact with the horse. 

With regard to the reports that led to her current situation, Ms. Colvin testified that her daughter's former 

trainer Scott Stewart routinely instructed his staff to medicate horses just prior to showing with Carolina 
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Gold, a substance containing GABA. Ms. Colvin testified to being in planning meetings the night before 

classes when such instructions were given, and she was quite familiar with the bottles and even the 

dosages of the injections of Carolina Gold. She testified that four of Mr. Stewart's "girls" would give 

intramuscular doses of Carolina Gold to his horses as they went into the ring. She testified that Carolina 

Gold was given to INCLUSIVE on one occasion, but it was not felt to be effective. 

Ms. Colvin testified that she had never given any of the injections because her hands shake too badly. 

She stated that she has never given any kind of injection, but later acknowledged that she had given a shot 

of banamine on one occasion. 

Paradoxically, when the horse was selected for testing, Ms. Colvin identified herself as the trainer. She 

testified it was the "dummest thing she's ever done," and that she should have identified herself as coach 

for her daughter. She also admitted that she has been listed as the trainer for the horse since this incident, 

but only did so because otherwise her daughter would lose the opportunity to ride. 

Mr. Rivetts refuted Ms. Colvin's testimony concerning administration of injections. He claimed that Ms. 

Colvin actually trained the four "girls" who gave the Carolina Gold injections, and that she gave 

injections herself. Strangely, however, Mr. Rivetts acknowledged that he had an informal sharing 

arrangement with Scott Stewart's barn, yet professed to have absolutely no knowledge about GABA or 

Carolina Gold. He acknowledged that the Federation had issued two press releases concerning GABA 

and Carolina Gold, yet professed not to have read them. In short, he claimed to be completely unaware of 

the forbidden substances that Ms. Colvin was rumored to have given to numerous horses. 

Despite what he had heard about Ms. Colvin — including her alleged habit of injecting forbidden 

substances into horses just before they went in the ring, and despite the fact that Mr. Rivetts' staff were 

hyper-vigilant at keeping Ms. Colvin away from INCLUSIVE, he testified that he let Ms. Colvin and her 

daughter walk the horse to the warm-up ring before the class in question without his supervision. He 

testified that they were completely out of sight for 20 minutes (later amended to 7-8 minutes) while he 

was to follow on his golf cart.)  The unspoken implication was that Ms. Colvin injected Carolina Gold 

That allegation was not consistent with the actual physical layout of the horse show grounds. 
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into INCLUSIVE when Mr. Rivetts was not present. Indeed, Ms. Colvin testified that that very rumor 

was circulating the show grounds about her. 

That scenario was refuted by the affidavit of Miss Colvin. Moreover, there was no statement to that effect 

from Dr. Parker's groom, who was heading the horse, or her other grooms who were always with the 

horse in the ring.2  

Having considered all of the testimony and other documentary evidence, the Hearing Committee 

determined that both Mr. Rivetts and Ms. Colvin were properly charged in this instance. 

Mr. Rivetts fit the traditional description of trainer as he was in charge of the daily care, custody and 

control of this horse, and testified that he was directed to keep Ms. Colvin out of that role with the 

exception of the brief period of time when the horse was at the warm-up ring and showing. Even then, his 

grooms were present and in control of the horse at all times. Mr. Rivetts had no objection to his name 

being listed as trainer on the entry blank, and only sought to change that designation after the Competition 

had started, and on Dr. Parker's insistence. 

Moreover, as a general matter, the Hearing Committee did not find Mr. Rivetts to be a very credible 

witness. In this context, his professed ignorance of Carolina Gold or GABA was not believable. And his 

reported decision to allow Ms. Colvin to have unsupervised access to INCLUSIVE at the very time that 

she was alleged to have administered forbidden substances to other horses was peculiar at best. 

Ms. Colvin's credibility was equally suspect. The Hearing Committee noted that her intimate familiarity 

with the details of how Carolina Gold is administered, and her ready willingness to point the finger at Mr. 

Stewart's barn and staff while holding herself above the fray, was not believable.3  Moreover, her 

testimony that she did not give Carolina Gold shots because her hands shook, was, even if believed, a far 

cry from testifying that she would have refused to give such a shot in any case. 

2  The testimony indicated that this groom may have later been fired for stealing. 

3  It is a difficult stance to claim to have been privy to specific wrongdoing by a trainer, yet to claim no 
personal liability even though one has stood by and allowed the illegal behavior to continue unreported. 
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Particularly in this unusual, tense relationship where her daughter's continued ability to ride for Dr. 

Parker was in precarious balance, Ms. Colvin had the knowledge and, if Mr. Rivetts is to be believed, the 

opportunity to administer Carolina Gold to INCLUSIVE in order to aid her daughter in the ring. Ms. 

Colvin was certainly willing to sacrifice her own reputation and comfort in order to allow her daughter 

the ability to keep riding for Dr. Parker. 

Accordingly, based on the evidence in this case, the Hearing Committee determined unanimously that 

both Mr. Rivetts and Ms. Colvin were trainers of this horse and violated Federation rules as charged. 

Moreover, the unusual and suspect nature of the testimony in this case led to the conclusion that the 

administration was intentional, and not the result of some mistake or environmental contamination. 

In determining the proper penalty for the violation, the Hearing Committee considered that the levels of 

GABA detected in INCLUSIVE exceeded the normal physiologic levels established through scientific 

testing by the Federation. The proof showed that the Federation added a further confirmatory step, taking 

a control sample from INCLUSIVE the next day. That control sample was much lower, and essentially 

established a normal baseline for INCLUSIVE that further verified the accuracy of the significantly 

higher amount of GABA from the day before. 

The Hearing Committee also recognized the performance enhancing effects of GABA, including calming 

and quieting a horse without the necessity of lunging. GABA can be administered shortly before 

competing but still allow the horse to jump or compete effectively. Moreover, the combination of 

calming effects and potential for significant adverse reactions makes GABA a medication of significant 

concern to the Federation. 

Based on the foregoing evidence, the Hearing Committee ruled unanimously that Respondents violated 

Federation rules as charged, and that the following penalties are appropriate for the violations. 
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CONCLUSION 

For his violation of Federation rules, the Hearing Committee directed that pursuant to Chapter 7, 

GR703.1b and GR7031.f, Steven Rivetts be found not in good standing, suspended from membership and 

forbidden from the privilege of taking any part whatsoever in any Licensed Competition for seven 

months, and is excluded from all Competition grounds (cannot be on grounds from the time participants 

are admitted on the Competition grounds until the last time for departure. For example, suspended 

individuals may not be on Competition grounds during schooling or other such days prior to the start of 

the Competition for any purpose, including such things as: coaching riders, training or schooling horses or 

trailering horses on or off Competition grounds) during Licensed Competitions for that period as an 

exhibitor, participant or spectator, and is barred from: (1) participating in all Federation affairs and 

activities, (2) holding or exercising office in the Federation or in any Licensed Competition; and (3) 

attending, observing or participating in any event, forum, meeting, program, clinic, task force, or 

committee of the Federation, sponsored by or conducted by the Federation, or held in connection with the 

Federation and any of its activities. 

The seven month suspension shall commence on July 1, 2015 and terminate at midnight on January 31, 

2016. Any horse or horses, completely or in part owned, leased, or of any partnership, corporation or 

stable of his, or shown in his name or for his reputation (whether such interest was held at the time of the 

alleged violation or acquired thereafter), shall also be suspended pursuant to Chapter 7, GR703.1c for the 

same time period. Regulations as to suspended persons are set forth in detail in Chapter 7, GR704. 

The Hearing Committee further directed that Steven Rivetts be fined the sum of $7,000 pursuant to 

Chapter 7, GR703.1j to be paid to the Federation's office by July 20, 2015. It was further directed that 

should said fine not be paid by July 20, 2015, Mr. Rivetts and any horses owned by him will 

automatically be deemed not in good standing and will immediately be suspended from competing or 

taking any part whatsoever in Licensed Competitions, pursuant to Chapter 7, GR703.1b, GR7031.f and 

GR703.1c, until such time as the fine is paid in full. 
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For her violation of Federation rules, the Hearing Committee directed that pursuant to Chapter 7, 

GR703.1b and GR7031.f, Brigid Colvin be found not in good standing, suspended from membership and 

forbidden from the privilege of taking any part whatsoever in any Licensed Competition for seven 

months, and is excluded from all Competition grounds (cannot be on grounds from the time participants 

are admitted on the Competition grounds until the last time for departure. For example, suspended 

individuals may not be on Competition grounds during schooling or other such days prior to the start of 

the Competition for any purpose, including such things as: coaching riders, training or schooling horses or 

trailering horses on or off Competition grounds) during Licensed Competitions for that period as an 

exhibitor, participant or spectator, and is barred from: (1) participating in all Federation affairs and 

activities, (2) holding or exercising office in the Federation or in any Licensed Competition; and (3) 

attending, observing or participating in any event, forum, meeting, program, clinic, task force, or 

committee of the Federation, sponsored by or conducted by the Federation, or held in connection with the 

Federation and any of its activities. 

The seven month suspension shall commence on July 1, 2015 and terminate at midnight on January 31, 

2016. Any horse or horses, completely or in part owned, leased, or of any partnership, corporation or 

stable of hers, or shown in her name or for her reputation (whether such interest was held at the time of 

the alleged violation or acquired thereafter), shall also be suspended pursuant to Chapter 7, GR703.1c for 

the same time period. Regulations as to suspended persons are set forth in detail in Chapter 7, GR704. 

The Hearing Committee further directed that Brigid Colvin be fined the sum of $7,000 pursuant to 

Chapter 7, GR703.1j to be paid to the Federation's office by July 20, 2015. It was further directed that 

should said fine not be paid by July 20, 2015, Ms. Colvin and any horses owned by her will automatically 

be deemed not in good standing and will immediately be suspended from competing or taking any part 

whatsoever in Licensed Competitions, pursuant to Chapter 7, GR703.1b, GR7031.f and GR703.1c, until 

such time as the fine is paid in full. 

The Hearing Committee further directed that for this violation of Federation Rules, Dr. Betsee Parker 

must return for redistribution all trophies, prizes, ribbons, and monies, if any, won by INCLUSIVE at said 

Competition, and must pay a $300 fee to the Competition in connection with this penalty pursuant to 
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Chapter 7, GR703.1g, said fee to be paid and said winnings to be returned to the Competition by July 20, 

2015. 

Should the winnings and $300 fee not be forwarded to the Competition by July 20, 2015, Dr. Parker and 

any horses owned by her will automatically be deemed not in good standing and will immediately be 

suspended from memberships, competing or taking any part whatsoever in Licensed Competitions 

pursuant to Chapter 7, GR703.1b, GR703.1c and GR703.1f until the conditions of the above ruling have 

been met. If any of the trophies, prizes, and ribbons are not available for return, then Dr. Parker will be 

responsible for contacting the Competition to obtain the cost of replacement and must forward that 

amount to the Competition. 

The ruling of the Hearing Committee is final and effective upon the date set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

- 

Emily Emily Pratt 
Secretary to Hearing Committee 

Submitted 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the findings and decision of the United States Equestri Federation, Inc. 
Hearing Committee has been sent to the below party(ies) on this 	day of 	 
2015 by UPS, Email, or U.S. Priority Delivery. 

Steven Rivetts 
11760 Saint Andrews PI. Apt 301 
Wellington, FL 33414-7079 
Email: spurfox@gmail.com  

Brigid Colvin 
12890 Marcella Blvd. 
Loxahatchee, FL 33470-4914 
Email: jbvcolvin@aol.com  

Dr. Betsee Parker 
PO Box 2198 
Middleburg, VA 20118 
Email: cowboyuplcAaol.com  

Emily Pratt, Secretary to the Hearing Committee 
United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. 
4047 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 

COPIES TO: 

Alan M. Foreman, Esq. 
Email: alan(foremanlaw.net  

Krysia Carmel Nelson, Esq. 
Email: (kcnelson kcnelsonlaw.com) 

Joel B. Turner, Esq. 
Email: (jtumer@fbtlaw.com)  
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