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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
AMARILLO DIVISION

ANd

JASON

ABRAHAM,
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ABRAHAM & VENEKLASEN JOINT
VENTURE, ABRAHAM EQUINE, [NC.

$

Plaintiffs,

NO. 2:12-cv-103-J

$

r rw'rr*re'
v.

t

I

AMERICAN QUARTER

HORSE

$
A

ASSOCIATION,
Defendant.

J
$
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$

or

ORDER

Before the Court is Defendant American Quarter Horse Association's ("AQHA") Motion

H

to Dismiss for Lack of Jurisdiction and Failure to State a Claim. Defendant argues that

y

Plaintiffs have failed to state a claim that Defendant monopolized or attempted to monopolize the

M

market for high quality quarter horses in violation of federal and state anti-trust laws, and,

additionally, that this Court should decline to hear Plaintiffs' claims because of the doctrine of

Facts in Complaint

R
at

e

non-intervention.

Plaintiffs Abraham & Veneklasen Joint Venture, Abraham Equine, Inc., a Texas

corporation, and Jason Abraham, an individual, are suing the AQHA for violations of section

two of the Sherman Antitrust Act and the Texas Free Enterprise and Antitrust Act of 1983.
Plaintiffs accuse Defendant of abusing its monopoly power, or attempting to, by implementing

a

rule which prevents animals cloned from existing quarter horses, or the offspring of such cloned
animals, from registering in AQHA sponsored events. Plaintiffs allege that this rule increases
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the price of high quality quarter horses by limiting the supply of horses which may participate in

AQHA sanctioned competitions, and that the AQHA implemented the rule with the intent to
abuse its market position as one of the largest associations responsible

for sponsoring quarter

Discussion

PR
O

horse competitions.

When ruling on a motion to dismiss the Court must accept all of the factual allegations in
a

complaint as true and draw all reasonable inferences in the plaintiff s favor. Erickson

v.

Paradus,55l U.S. 89,93 (2007)(citingBell Atl Corp. v. Twombly,550 U.S. 544,555-6 (2007)).

se

Defendant's 12(b)(6) motion fails because Plaintiffs' complaint satisfies the general notice
federal pleading standard. Moreover, the doctrine of non-intervention is inapplicable where a
a

voluntary association's actions are illegal. Hatley v. American Quarter

or

plaintiff alleges that

IT IS SO ORDERED.

/ qrt

the I /

day of July,2072.
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Signed this

H

Horse Ass'n, 552 F.2d 646, 655 (5th Cir. 1977). Defendant's motion to dismiss is DENIED.
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